


Some 30-40 people - mostly 
single but including some coup- 
les with children 

* have been segregated in a 
special "DHSS wing” of the 
hotel 

* are not allowed to be visit- 
ed by friends, relatives or 
social workers 

* have been "fined” £1 for 
any incoming phone calls re- 
ceived 


se people are not usually 

f&'rary visitors: they are 

Brighton residents who have 
nowhere else to go. Some of 
them have lived in Bed and 
Breakfast accommodation for 
years and some should be liv- 
ing in sheltered accommodation 
with medical and social work 
support. The conditions they 
have to endure under the hotel's 
punitive regime are a scandal 
in the town and should not 
exist in the latter half of the 
20th Century. 

Brighton Voice spoke to Hr Jock 
Henderson who has lived at the 
Kings Hotel for the last year 
and a half. He told us: 

"The management consistently 
refused entry to any visitors 
except DHSS people while I was 
there. " 


"told some residents what per- m 
sonal belongings they could or 
could not keep in their rooms. 
One girl was evicted when she 
refusecl to adhere to Mr Bawa's 
instruction to remove books 
from her room. " 

SLUM LANDLORD 

In June this year the owners of 
the Kings Hotel were fined 
£225 plus costs by Brighton 
magistrates for failing to al- 
low access to an Environmental 
Health Officer. The officer 
was trying to investigate com- 
plaints about overcrowding and 
poor facilities. After the 
court case the Environmental 
Health Dept, forced the owners 
to improve the standards of 
hygiene and basic amenities in 
the building. But they could 
do nothing to change the atti- 
tude of the management. 


BEHIND THE REGENCY FACADE OF THE KINGS HOTEL ON BRIGHTON'S 
SEAFRONT, HOMELESS PEOPLE HAVE HAD TO SUFFER UNDER AN OUT 
^EOUS piIME " SICKENING EVEN BY THE STANDARDS OF TEE TOWN ' : 
NOTORIOUS BED AND BREAKFAST RACKETEER LANDLORDS. 



Jock Henderson described what 
it was like living in the Kings 

"You got breakfast , it was the 
same every day - cornflakes , 
one fried egg on a slice of 
toast and a cup of tea. You 
got one clean sheet every sec- 
ond week if you were lucky , 
so each sheet had to last a 
month. Most residents bought 
their own because of thi3. 

Our television lounge was sep— 


m i 


t hardly ever worked. 

My room was in the basement. 

It was about eight foot six by 
six foot, with jus z a bed i 
If you complained about any- 
thing you were threatened with 
eviction - no notice to quit, 
just out there and then. I was 
evicted because I complained 
about net b^ing allowed visit- I 
ors. " 


Jock Henderson paid £35 per 
week for this room. The Coun- 
cil’s Fair Rent Officer would 
probably set a fair rent of 
£8-£10 for a similar room in 
normal rented accommodation. 

LEFT TO THE 


SHARKS 


What has made the Kings Hotel 
worse than similar establish- 
ments has been the harsh ap- 
proach of the management . But 
it must be remembered that sue! 
establishments are part of a 
system which gives state sup- 
port to private profit at the 
expense of the homeless. In 
Brighton the DHSS pay £30-£55 
a week to private landlords 
for each claimant who has to 
live in B&B accommodation. 


BRIGHTON’S 


There are hundreds of such 
people in Brighton and some- 
times 3 or 4 single people are 
forced to share one room. So 
some landlords could be raking 
in as much as £150- £200 per 
week per room, op the basis of 
keeping the homeless living in 
squalor. 

What homeless people need is 
decent and appropriate perman- 
ent housing. Yet this govern- 
ment, like those before it, 
prefers to line the pockets of 
landlords and leave the home- 
less in the jaws of these 
entrepreneurial sharks. 


CONCENTRATION CAMP 
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snid vour letters 

40 COWPER ST 


LETTERS/NEWS~[ 

PINES SQUATTERS 
STAYING PUT 


STUDY WAR NO MORE 

Dear Brighton Voice, 


Students at Sussex University 
have a long and honourable 
reputation in opposing nuclear 
weapons and other weapons of 
war. However, it is unlikely 
that many of them know of the 
war work that is being carried 
out on campus - financed by 
the Ministry of Defence. 
Documents showing the alloc- 
ation of research grants to 
the School of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences clearly de- 
tail the war work being car- 
ried out. 

Professor R.F. Grimsdale has 
been given £43,700 for three 
years from the MoD for work on 
flight simulators. 

Also during 1983 the MoD gave 
a three year grant, with 
£34,946 for the first year 
alone, to Dr R. Holmes for 
research into the use of 
squeeze film dampers in rotor 
casing assemblies. 

In March 1983, the MoD gave a 
grant of £3,375 to Mr P. Neller 
for research into torpedo 
propulsion. 

These are only examples. It is 
rumoured that even more un- 
pleasant research is being 
carried out , but as some MoD 
work is covered by the Official 
Secrets Act, it is impossible 
to find out exactly what. 

Details of the research have 
been sent to Brighton Labour 
Party with a request that they 
publicly condemn the Univer- 
sity's war work. 

Hopefully, peace activists at 
the University will try and 
get the Students Union to take 
all possible steps in removing 
this obnoxious research from 
the University. ' 

Name and address supplied. 


PEACE SHOP: 

LABOUR IN VAIN? 

Dear Brighton Voice, 

It seems my words at the open- 
ing of the Peace Centre were 
even less memorable than usual. 
Bill Oddie was followed by me, 
not by the Rev. Charles Banks; 
he followed me. (I'm the beard- 
ed bloke to Bill's right in 
your picture.) The only reason 
I point this out is to correct 
the impression that there was 
no Labour Party speaker. I'm a 
Labour activist of 30 years 
standing, I was the Labour 
Candidate for Crawley at the 
last General Election, and a 
unilateralist since the first 
Aldermaston March. I brought 
my greetings to the Centre and 
those of Lewes Labour Party, 
the only major party, as I 
pointed out, "which is opposed 
to all nuclear weapons". 

Fraternally 
PTTPTV Les Allen. 

B.f, REPL1 

what is a Labour Party polit- 
iaian doing seen with f an idiot 
TV personality and a half-witted 
vicar ? The answer is: making a 
complete prat of himself. 

Why not be introduced as a 
member of the L.P , why hide his 
unilateralism under his bushel, 
tie's a member of the LP , that's 
why. As for his claim that the 
L»P n %8 opposed to all nuclear 
weapons" that's a debate I'd 
gladly take up. 

Tours Peadar. 


COMMUNITY 

INFORMATION 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION. 

There are about 750 organis- 
ations concerned with ’social 
welfare and advice giving’ 
mainly squashed into Brighton 
and Hove , according to East 
Sussex County Library's Comm- 
unity Information Directory. 

An inch thick.it has one para- 
graph each on organisations 
ranging from Bricycles to Tran- 
sport Users Consultative Comm- 
ittee, and Brighton Voice to the 
Brighton and Hove Gazette. 

As for accuracy, the Gazette is 
rosily described as "a newspaper 
concerned with reporting nat- 
ional and local events, with a 
heavy emphasis on the latter" 
whereas a more useful descrip- 
tion might have gone " a news- 
paper concerned with making 
money, with a heavy emphasis on 
advertising" , along with the 
Leader and the Argus too. 

However .that ' s not really the 
Directory's fault, and it has 
its uses as a reference work 
even including a list of counc- 
illors' adresses. Try it if you 
can't find what you want in the 
,Vpice.^s own information page. 

We can't find room, for example, 
for the likes of the Nihilist 
Society, or the Civil Alliance 
which has the following entry: 

Civil Alliance 

Mrs. M.B.L.E. de Roland Peel, 

12 Angus Road, 

Worthing, 

BN12 4BL . 

Tel. Worthing 505683/44296 

Meet at the Kingsway Hotel, 

! Marine Parade .Worthing . 

To protect our democracy 
against the threat of comm- 
unism, facism.naziism.etc. 

The Community Information 
Directory is available in nuh- 
lic libraries and agencies 
like Citizens Advice Bureaus, 
Community Resource Centre ft 
Bights Advice Centre. 


pressed in her will that it 
should be used after her death 
to provide shelter for elderly 
gentlefolk. 


The squatters told us that 
she also stated in her will 
that the house should not be 
sold or demolished before the 
year 2000. However the trustees 
have obtained planning perm- 
ission for a new residential 
development on the site and 
they have obtained a County 
Court order to force the 
squatters out . 


The Pines, Furze Hill 

Amongst the modern tower 
blocks of up-market Furze 
Hill there are still a few 
reminders left of Victorian 
brick built architecture. 
'The Pines" is one such 
building. Still standing 
but partially derelict, 
it is currently occupied 
by protesters who are 
squatting in its rambling 
remains . 


DOUBLE 



About a dozen squatters are 
living in the house in order 
to draw attention to what they 
described to BV as double deal- 
ing by the trustees who are 
responsible for its upkeep and 
utilisation. Some time before 
her death the owner of the 
house, Sybil Bowring, placed 
the property in trust and ex- 


DEALING 


The protesters have alleged 
that the trustees failed to 
maintain the house as a 
pretext for its demolition. 
They currently live under 
threat of eviction and have 
said that they will resist 
any attempt to move them. 


urwrr labour 

hLUVh PARTY 


40 Cowper St., Hove 


Write to us 
or ring 771834 


INCLUDING BRIEF IHC RATIONAL SUPPLEMENT 

OUT NOW ! 30p 
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NEWS 


BUGGED 


More police video home truths - 


Brighton Voice News Group 

IN LAST MONTH'S VOICE WE RE- 
VEALED SOME OF THE ACTIVIT- 
IES OF THE SUSSEX POLICE 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT UNIT (TSU) . 
The story was previewed in 
'New Statesman' weekly and 
our full coverage included 
two pictures of a TSU police- 
man operating a video camera 
which was fitted with a long 
range directional microphone. 

BV spoke to the Sussex Police 
who flatly denied that the 
person or the equipment feat- 
ured in the photographs was 
theirs. They added that they 
had never used the type of 
listening device described in 
the article and they refused 
to discuss the location of any 
of their video camera sur- 
veillance posts. Councillors 
Dave Hill and Steve Bassam have 
since taken up the matter with 
the Chief Constable. 


the Sunday before the TUC 
conference we observed TSU 
officers on the roofs of the 


Brighton Centre and the Kings- 
west complex as well at Chart- 
well Court flats and Wheelers 
Hotel, at the bottom of West 
Street . At one of these loc- 
ations we photographed these 
'non-existent' policemen load- 
ing their equipment in to 
an unmarked light blue Ford 
Transit van, registration no. 
OYJ 95R. 



Press misrepresentation 

Within 48 hours of the Voice 
reaching the streets, the 
Evening Argus carried a front 
page story entitled "The 
Left's Spy Boob". As well as 
carrying a misleading headline, 
it denigrated our evidence, 
suggesting we had got wrong in 
a foolish and somewhat amateur- 
ish fashion. 

They "revealed" that the dish- 
shaped object in our photographs 
was a microwave television 
transmitter and not a long 
range microphone. They were of 
course correct . However , no- 
where in our report did we make 
any reference' to the dish or its 
function. We stated that the 
microphones were "attached to 
the spy camera" as shown in the 
pictures. For the benefit of 
our readers we have detail- 
ed here the layout and func- 
tion of the police equipment 
shown in last month's issue. 


Independent technical experts 
in the video and security sur- 
veillance field have confirm- 
ed that the long rod shaped 
item protruding from just be- 
neath the video camera in our 
pictures is a long range 'rifle' 
microphone. 



Such equipment is not new and 
has been used by the state 
security departments in every 
modern major siege including 
Spaghetti House, Balcombe 
Street and the Iranian Embassy. 
This is the first time the 
police have been seen in 
Brighton using these micro- 
phones alongside video cameras 


Not a record 


In 1979 the Clevelandpolice 
installed a fake jukebox in 
a public house. It contained 
a hidden video camera and wires 
led from it to microphones con- 
cealed behind bar seats ( a 
fact police later denied) . The 
DPP decided not to press charges 
against six people who had dis- 
covered it and removed it to 
show journalists. The police 
'said it was installed to pro- 
vide evidence of alleged drugs 
trafficking in the pub. 


TALKING 
ABOUT 
IRELAND 


The media coverage of the IRA 
bombing of the Grand Hotel on 
12th October was another remind- 
er of the urgent need for a 
wider debate and informed dis- 
cussion about British involve- 
ment in Ireland. As Dart of its 
educational programme, the 
Brighton Women and Ireland 
group organised a one-day work- 
shop which took place at the 
Lansdowne Community Centre in 
Hove on Saturday 13th October. 


Although the workshop had been 
nlanned for some time, the 
recent events gave our dis- 
cussion on violence (which was 
the subject of one of the 
smaller groups) a special rel- 
evance . 



Record Rentals 


Red Rat Record Rentals Limited 
46 Sydney Street Brighton. Sussex BN I 4EP 

S |0273| 6B9980 

Between Kensington Gardens 
and Trafalgar Street - 
parallel to London Road. 

Brighton's answer to the 
recession! TUNE INTO THE 
RAT and rent any album for 
7 Op. Reductions for 
unwaged and students. 


We began the day by showing 
slides taken when the grouo 

visited Belfast and Armagh < 
March 8th as cart of the Wom- 
en’s delegation to Northern 

Ireland on International Wo- 
men's Day. 


plastic bullets 


An exhibition had been hired 
from the London Women's Ar- 
magh Group which covered not 
only the history of Ireland 
but also described in some 
detail recent campaigns by 
women - in particular the 
campaigns against the use of 
plastic bullets in the Six 
Counties by the British Army 
and the Royal Ulster Constab- 
ulary . 

We showed a short video also 
made by the London Group call- 
ed "Get out of that garden" 
which recorded a talk given 
in London by Republican activ- 
ist Mary Nellis. The video in- 
cluded clips from other films 
about Ireland as well as some 
material taken by amateurs in 



the streets of Derry and Bel- 
fast. Mary Nellis describes 
on the video how she became 
involved in the Republican 
Movement through the 1960 's 
protests about discrimination 
against Catholics in Derry's 
housing policy and the Civil 
°ights activities of the late 
1960 's. 

speakers 

We intend to hold similar work- 
shops in the future with more 
emphasis on historical back- 
ground. We also plan to broad- 
en our activities by organis- 
ing film shows and exhibitions. 

We would be happy to provide 



MINERS’ KIDS 
NEED ^ 
XMAS 
GIFTS 


The Labour Party Women's Sec- 
tion is collecting Gift Tokens 
for Kent miners' children who 
will be suffering the full 
effects of the strike this 
Christmas. Please buy a gift 
token when you are out shop- 
ping and send it to B. Wilk- 
inson, Treasurer, Brighton 
Labour Party Women's Section, 
45 Loder Road, Brighton. 

Please enclose a S.A.E. if 
you require a receipt. 

Thank you. 


speakers for other groups. If 
you would like more informatio 
please contact Pat, Kate or 
Sarah at the Brighton and Hove 
Resource Centre, c/o the Han- 
over Centre, Southover Street 
Brighton (tel 694873) 


WE CAN’T TRUST THEM 


Brighton Voice News Group 
Health workers in the Brighton 
area are furious with members 
of the local Health Authority 
after last month's decision to 
put out to open tender all the 
area's hospital support serv- 
ices . 

Not only did the Authority go 
back on its March decision to 
put only selected services up 
for review, it changed the 
terms for the acceptance of 
a tender from the one that is 
'best suited' to the one that 
puts in the lowest bid. 

"This means they'll let in the 
cowboys," said one nurse who 
was at the demonstration out- 
side the meeting. "How can we 
negotiate with these people 



word. They can't be trusted.” 

Health Authority Chairman (sic) 
Julia Cumberledge and District 
Manager David Bowden had in- 


sisted that a letter from the 
Health Minister recommending 
that no services be discrim- 
inated against in the review 
procedure was in fact an in- 
struction to put all services 
out to tender. Union officers 
from NUPE and G ,f BATU force- 
fully pointed out that the 
letter was no such thing, one 
of them openly calling Mrs. 
Cumberledge a liar, but in 
the end the Authority voted 
with the Chair. 

"It wouldn't be quite so bad 
if any of the money they want 
to save went into improving 
patients' care," said another 
demonstrator. "But all that 
happens is that we get more 
managers in to push the changes 
through. Once there used to be 
18 clinical nurse managers in 
this area. Now there are 49. 


:.uke;, , 
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BRITAIN’S 
WAR IN 
IRELAND 



The road to the Grand 


"The Bombing of the Grand Hotel 
in Brighton will have incensed 
workers in both Britain and 
Ireland", says the editorial of 
the 19th October issue of 
"Militant". Are workers, or 
anyone else, in Britain incen- 
sed also about the effects of 
their government's war in 
Ireland? The answer (with a few 
honourable exceptions), unfor- 
tunately, appears to be no. 

The so-called troubles in the 
north of Ireland are undoubted- 
ly a war. During the past 15 
years there has been a state of 
armed conflict between those 
who support British rule in 
Ireland and people who oppose 
it. 2,500 lives have been lost 
and many more than 25,000 have 
suffered injury. Apart from 
volunteers in the British Army 
of occupation, the majority of 
those killed have been members 
of the Nationalist Community. 


The indifference of British 
people to the suffering of the 
Irish contributes greatly to 
support for the IRA. The war in 
the north of Ireland was start- 
ed by supporters of British Rule 
and by British armed forces, not 
by the IRA. It is only the 
British Army's occupation of 
Ireland which prolongs the war. 

The majority of Irish people do 
not accept that Britain should 
rule any part of Ireland. How- 
ever, another cause of support 
for the IRA and Sinn Fein is 
the violence inflicted upon the 
Nationalist people by the Brit- 
ish Army and their supporters. 


The appalling campaign of viol- 
ence against Catholics by Union- 
ists has continued since this 
beginning. Independent studies 
of the war have concluded that 
so-called sectarian violence 
has always been started by 
Loyalists. In trying to force 
Nationalists to accept the 
unjust and undemocratic parti- 
tion of Ireland, the UDA and 
UVF have adopted random kill- 
ings of Catholics as their main 
tactic, this being the easiest 
way of creating the maximum 
terror. For example, in one day 
in 1974, 23 people died in no- 
warning car bombings in Dublin 
by the UDA (Daily Mirror). 


Campaign against Catholics 

Since the nineteenth century 
Unionists have repeatedly insti- 
gated pogroms against the 
Catholic Irish. More recently, 
the peaceful civil rights 
marches of the late 60 's were 
followed by invasions of Nation- 
alist areas by mobs of Loyal- 
ists. These attacks were often 
led by the RUC and B Specials, 
the British police force in 
Ireland. 

Of the first fatal casualties 
in these riots in 1969, two- 
thirds were Nationalists. Two 
of these died when the RUC 
indiscriminately opened fire 
with machine guns on the Divis 
flats in the Nationalist Falls 
Road. One was asleep in bed 
and the other was a nine-year 
old. 

85% of the homes burnt out at 
this time were those of 
Nationalists. 



Even the British controlled RUC 
admit that in 1972, the year of 
most Assassinations, 60% of those 
killed were Nationalists. The 
figures for all those who have 
died reveal the same pattern. 

60% of all the innocent victims 
have been Nationalists shot or 
bombed by Loyalists or the Brit- 
ish Army. 


Workers’ indifference 

The British Army of occupation 
has indeed been directly respons- 
ible for a large proportion of 
this terror. Sceptics should look 
at the book produced by the 
relatives of Nationalist vict- 
ims in the war. Called 'Silent 
Too Long' it gives eyewitness 
and press accounts of 200 murd- 
ers. At the time of writing, 
several years ago, the authors 
had similar evidence of 400 
more cases. The statistics have 
now risen. None of these people 
had any involvement with "IRA 
terrorism” . 

Why do British workers not 
therefore notice the cruel 
hypocrisy of their govern- 
ments policies ? The vast 
majority of those in prison 
because of the war are not 
Unionists, but members of the 
Nationalist community. Simil- 
arly outrageous is the siting 
of almost all British Army forts 
in Nationalist areas when the 
source of the war is their very 
presence and the actions of 
Loyalists. 

Until our troops are withdrawn 
there wil be no peace or just- 
ice for the Nationalists. The 
war will continue until the 
Irish people are left free from 
British violence and oppression. 
Donald Shier. 


BOMB FRAGMENTS 


Brighton Voice News Group 

When the Fire Brigade arrived 
at the Grand, less than fivej 
minutes after the explosion, 
some of them saw Margaret 
Thatcher coming down the back 
stairs of the hotel. 'She 
looked immaculate - as if she'd 
just been to the hairdresser's' 
said one officer. 

The strange thing was that, 
unlike everyone else in rooms 
that had been affected by the 
collapsing floors (including 
Denis Thatcher), she was not 
covered in the dust that was 
everywhere. Was she really in 
her own suite, working on her 
conference speech, as was 
claimed? 


BBC Radio insisted for some 
hours on the morning of Oct- 
ober 12 that Mrs. Thatcher had 
been taken away to ' a secret 
destination in Kent'. Then 
she suddenly appeared back at 
the Conference and all mention 
of Kent was dropped. Brighton 
Voice can now reveal that 
Thatcher was taken to the 
Chatsworth Hotel in Worthing, 
in the opposite direction en- 
tirely. Can the BBC really 
have been that confused? 


While the police were frantic- 
ally trying to make to make it 
look as if they were doing 
something by swamping the 
streets of Brighton, the rest 
of Sussex was left to its own 
devices. Burglaries increased 
dramatically in Hove, while in 
Worthing the total police com- 
plement on the Friday after 
the bang was : 

1 officer in the control room 
1 motorised patrol constable 
5 special constables on f dot . 



Resident chambermaids and 
other lower grade staff at the 
Grand Hotel have to provide 
their own curtains, bed linen 
etc. for their rooms. We have 
been told that, as well* as 
losing their jobs with the 
closure of the hotel, they are 
not even going to be compen- 
sated for the loss of their 
belongings. 

Also, after the explosion they 
were all put together in a 
basement room, told they were 
not going to be taken to hos- 
pital to be treated for cuts 
and shock, and not even given 
a cup of tea when they asked 
for one. Hours later, those 
who had relatives living lo- 
cally were allowed to contact 
them and be picked up. Now, 
no doubt for 'security' rea- 
sons, they have been told not 
to say a word to anyone. 


'It's business as usual,' pro- 
claimed the Prime Minister on 
the morning after the bomb. 
Indeed it was, as was shown in 
the Argus report on the Tory 
representatives evacuated in 


the e^rly hours of the morning 
to the nearby Regency Hotel. 
While the men sat around look- 
ing shaken in their dressing 
gowns, the Tory ladies busied 
themselves making tea and 
sandwiches. 


At the Royal Sussex County 
Hospital, where a special new 
book was opened to record de- 
tails of the bomb casualties, 
doctors decided that Margaret 
Tebbit needed a special machine 
to make sterile ice that could 
drip water down her throat 
without her needing to use her 
paralysed throat muscles. The 
machine was not part of the 
hospital's equipment. 

So it was bought for her out 
of Tory Party funds. Clearly 
no-one is going to begrudge a 
paralysed woman this equip- 
ment. But was she the first 
paralysed person to need such 
facilities? And if not, why 
were they not available to 
other, less exalted patients 
at the county's chief acci- 
dent and emergency unit? 


Following a bomb scare at the 
Royal Sussex County Hospital, 
the police declared the area 
'bomb free'. As non-essent- 
ial staff were making their 
way back to their stations a 
hospital maintenance engineer 
quizzed a policeman as to what 
was going on. 

The officer told him that the 
building was now clear and he 
could go about his business. 

The engineer asked if the pol- 
ice had searched the 'voids'. 
'What are tney?^. The police- _ _ 
man looked puzzled. After 
being told that they were the 
gaps between the false ceiling 
and the concrete floor above, 

’Oh well, everybody out then’. 


LATE NEWS: At 4.30pm on the day 
of the bomb physics student Sam 
Coles was arrested on the beach 
in front of the Grand. Before he 
was charged with being drunk and 
disorderly eight hours later he 
was, he claims, choked, punched, 
spat at, thrown to the floor, 
handcuffed and dragged face down 
along a corridor. His stofy ap- 
peared in Unionews, the student 
newspaper, on October 31. 

When BV spoke to him he stressed 
that he had not provoked anyone 
or retaliated and that he was 
sober and not disorderly. He is 
straightforward and utterly be- 
lievable. He has made a written 
complaint to the police. More 
next month, legal proceedings 
permitting. 
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NEWS 

-Tory Party Conference- 

BLACK CONSERVATIVES 
-A CONTRADICTION 
IN TERMS 

Brighton Voice News Group 

I WAS ASTONISHED TO FIND THAT THERE WERE ABOUT 70 BLACK 
AND ASIAN DELEGATES AT THE TORY CONFERENCE. 

On attending their fringe meeting, the delegates made it 
clear that they were Conservatives first and black or 
Asian second. Their basic aim was to promote the Conser- 
vative ideology among their own racial group. They stressed 
the virtues of hard work, thrift and a committment to an 
egalitarian democracy. The majority of these black and 
Asian Tories were self-made businessmen. 
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Whilst I could understand the 
basis of their ideology, I 
found it hard to comprehend 
their lack of awareness about 
racism. I was told that racism 
- institutional or individual- 
did not exist in British socie- 
ty. It was' a phantom invented 
by the Left or used by blacks 
as an excuse to sponge off the 
Welfare State. The Commission 
for Racial Equality and other 
parts of the Race Relations 
industry should be abolished. 
They only highlighted racial 
differnces and hence were di- 
visive. 

On asking these Tories why ap- 
proximately 60% of black kids 
fail the school system, I was 
told it was because of lack of 
parental discipline! Similar- 
ly 40% of black youth were un- 
employed because they were lazy 
and not prepared to do any work. 

These black and Asian Tories 
made it clear that they did not 
tbelievei n a c i ass based Brit- 
ish society. This society was 



portunities for all. We < 
all be potential Kings or 
Queens. 

The black Tories said that they 
represented the black community. 
Which community? If they were 
representative, why were they 
the last to find out about the 
riots in 1981? These Tories 
speak only for themselves; the 
well-to-do minority section of 
blacks who have made it 
through the system. 


Black Conservatives are a 
contradiction in terms as 
long as they refuse to re- 
cognise the existence of 

| i this class system 

the majority of blacks are 
firmly located at the bott- 


This contradiction is exam- 
pi if ied by Derek Laud. He 
is the only black member of 
the Monday Club. He is the 
author of the club's policy 
document on race relations. 
This document states that re- 
paration is the answer to 
all Britain's race problems. 


VOGUE JUNCTION HAZARDS 



Concrete cutter - chips sprayed everywhei 


Brighton Voice News Group 

TI!E PERILS OF CROSSING THE ROAD 
AT TEE VOGUE GYRATORY JUNCTION 
ARE OBVIOUS TO ANYONE WHO HAS 
ATTEMPTED IT. Now the contrac- 
tors ' plant located next to the 
public footpath at the junction 
of Lewes Road and Upper Lewes 
Road poses a different kind of 
threat to the safety of pedest- 
rians at the junction. 

Safety cuts 


pedestrians. Health and Safety 
at Work regulations stipulate 
that persons operating the heavy 
industrial cutter must wear gog- 
gles to protect their eyes from 
flying chippings thrown off by 
the high speed concrete wheel. 
Pedestrians have to pass by 
the machinery in order to cross 
the road so placing themselves 
within the dangerous working area 
of the cutting machine. 


The contractors are indirectly 

A stone cutting machine which is employed by the council whose 
being used by workers laying pa- job it is to ensure that they 
ving slabs on the new footpath carry out the terms of their 
is sited within feet of passing contract in a safe manner! 


SUEING 

THE 

POLICE 

Brighton Voice News Group 

Research by two Labour Coun- 
cillors, Dave Hill and Steve 
Bassam, shows that people 
using the civil courts as a 
remedy for Police malpractice 
stand a better chance of suc- 
cess than those using the Pol- 
ice Complaints Procedure. Suss- 
ex Police Authority have re- 
vealed that in 1983 out of 24 
civil actions commenced against 
the Police, 9 were settled in 
favour of the complainant. A 
total of £6,289 was paid to 
those using the civil courts. A 
report prepared by Camden Coun- 
cil's Police Sub-Committee in 
August 1983 covering the Met- 
ropolitan Police showed a sim- 
ilar rate of success. 

Referring to the local experi- 
ence Cllr. Bassam said: ’’Al- 
though there were a small num- 
ber of actions commenced, the 
success rate is over 30% and 
we would expect this level to 
be sustained with a higher 
number of claims, if the Lon- 
don experience is accurate." 


The councillors are attempting 
to collate national figures on 
both lines of action as part of 
their campaign for an independ- 
ant police complaints system 
(Last year out of 800 complaints 
against Sussex Police just 27 
were upheld). 


policing 



Civil cases cost money : bar- 
risters charge at least £150 
per day. Legal aid is grant- 
ed at the discretion of magis- 
trates, and briefs willing to 
take on cases against the 
police are definitely thin on 
the ground. 

Serious damage 

If the nature of a complaint 
against the police is consid- 
ered by the complainant to be 
serious, i.e. grievous bodily 
harm or unwarranted harass- 
ment, then he or she may feel 
that they have to resort to 
some form of action. 

However 'trivial' complaints 
made against the police may 
backfire causing more problems 
than before. We spoke to a local 
political activist who told us 
that he had made an official 
complaint after being arrested 
at a demo. His first court hear- 
ing was adjourned and at the 
second the police had managed t 
'find' another charge against 
him! 


OLD PEOPLE -DHSS 
PASSES THE BUCK 


Brighton Voice News Group 

When the State becomes divers- 
ified, strange things can happ- 
en. It can, for instance, appear 
to be saving money when it's not. 

Take for instance the subsidy 
paid by the Department of Health 
to nursing homes which take in 
old people who don't have much 
money. £230 per week for each 
person - a tidy sum if you pack 
them in close and work your 
staff hard. The money put into 
nursing homes means that the 
local health authority saves 
money. It can even close down 
a few geriatric wards. 

So it's great for everybody, 
except perhaps for the old 
people and the taxpayers, 
from whom the money comes 
one way or another. In part- 
icular it's great for the own- 
ers of nursing homes - and such 
homes are fast on the increase. 


Not long ago lots of old people 
left Lancing 1 ward in Brighton 
General Hospital. Many of them 
went into nursing homes run by 
BGH's recently-retired consult- 
ant geriatrician, Andrew Clark. 
Nothing wrong with that, of 
course. No doubt the doctor 
is extremely competent, and he 
was in a good position to know 
a lot of details about his pat- 
ients - including which of them 
would qualify for the Health 
Dept, supplement. 

The only trouble is that now 
even the government is gett- 
ing worried about its cock- 
eyed accountancy. If it were 
to reduce or even stop the sub- 
sidy to private nursing homes 
many of them would have to 
close. And then what would 
happen to the patients, with 
the NHS no longer having the 
capacity to take them in? 


< 

Vi 


WE’VE GOT NEWS FOR YOU! 


Brighton Voice now has a 
lively and expanding network 
of people who each month give 
us news and information about 
the areas where they are 
active. But we need more 
people to talk to them, to 
follow up the tips they give 
us and to write news stories. 

Would you like to work on 
the Brighton Voice news group? 
You don't have to be, or even 
want, to be, a 'professional' 
journalist - we all help each 


other with articles and meet 
regularly to plan coming 
issues. It does help, though, 
if you like talking to 
people, are a good listener and 
have a phone. 

Working on the news group is 
a good way of finding out 
what's really going on in 
the town - and doing something 
about it . Come- along and join 
us. We need your voice! 


interested in working on the BV News Group 


Send to: Brighton Voice, 40 Cowper St., Hove, BN 3 SBN 


oo /i 
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RIO UNTO STINKS 

JUDGE BACKS MULTINATIONAL AGAINST SHAREHOLDERS 


Brighton Voice News Network 


drawn to a close with a legal 
victory for Rio Tinto Zinc, 
and with costs of £550 being 
awarded against the unsuc- 
cessful plaintiffs by West- 
minster County Court . 

Shareholders Peter Lennard 
(of London) and David Berry 
(of Brighton) had accused 
RTZ of assault after they 
were physically ejected from 
the 1982 AGM, which ended in 
uproar when chairman Anthony 
Tuke (formerly of Barclays 
Bank) refused to answer any 
more questions about the 
company's dubious activities 
all over the world. 

What was at issue here was 
broader than alleged assault 
against two English people. 

RTZ is one of the biggest 
mining companies in the world, 
and PARTIZANS (People Against 
Rio Tinto Zinc ANd Subsidiar- 
ies) is at the head of a cam- 
paign to bring them to book 
for activities that have al- 
ready induced many sharehold- 
ers to disinvest. 

Some examples; 

Organising an illegal price 
fixing uranium cartel in the 
1970 1 s . 



Showing total disregard for 
the land rights of indigenous 
peoples in Papua New Guinea, 
Australia and Panama. 

Importing uranium from Namibia 
which is under illegal milit- 
ary occupation by South Africa. 

Polluting the Serpent River 
system in Canada with radio- 
active waste, to the extent 
that ten lakes have been dec- 
lared beyond recovery by the 
Ontario Environmental Assess- 
ment Board. 


MAXWELL BUYS BRIGHTON’S CABLE T.V. 


BRIGHTON VOICE NEWS GROUP. 


"We'll need to work fast (if 
unions are going to survive 
the video age) because news- 
paper owners are already mov- 
ing into the area. Robert 
Maxwell is heavily involved.. 
It '8 dangerous for a hooligan 
like Maxwell to have that 
sort of power". 

Aidan White, NUJ delegate, 
interviewed in last month's 
issue. _ 




Op*n 10- 5 
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Just a few weeks after Aidan 
White made that statement, on 
October 19, Robert Maxwell’s 
private publishing company 
Pergamon Press, bought all 
Rediffusion’s cable TV inter- 
ests - including the Brighton 
network . 

As well as the Brighton op- 
eration, Maxwell gets 52 other 
old cable systems, the lic- 
ence for a new multi-channel 
system at Guildford, a cable 
TV development centre in Sur- 
rey and a 14% stake in a 
movie channel, The Entertain- 
ment Network, - all for only 
£llm. 

As well as Rediffusion, Vis- 
ionhire also quit the busi- 
ness in the same week. Both 
blamed the Government's bud- 
get changes - stopping comp- 
anies from claiming so much 
money back on capital invest- 
ment - for destroying their 
hopes of medium-term profit. 

Now only the biggest , best 
financed companies can aff- 
ord to make the long-term in- 
vestment in cable, hoping that 
when it does start to pay off 
they will effectively control 
the industry. In the meantime, 
Maxwell's takeover will prob- 
ably mean redundancies for 
Rediffusion employees. 


Berry -Lennard Appeal Fund 

£300 needed 

David Berry and Peter Lennard 
need help to pay the £550 
costs imposed on them by 
British 'justice'. £250 has 
already been raised, which 
means a further £300 are 
needed. Please send donat- 
ions to David Berry, 13 Clif- 
ton Street, Brighton, BN1 3PH. 
(Cheques payable to "Berry- 
Lennard Appeal Fund"). 

If you would like to support 
PARTIZANS, or subscribe to 
its newsletter "Parting 
Company", write to PARTIZANS, 
218 Liverpool Rd., London N1 . 


NEWS 

it ms 

GREAT!!! 

ANDREW TOWNSEND, AGE 10, 
DFS^RIBES HIS DAY ON THE 
LABOUR PARTY BUS. 


We started off at 3 o'clock on 
Sunday the 21st of October. I 
waited for a couple minutes 
for the bus to arrive. It was 
a red and yellow double-decker 
bus with the end of the roof 
sliced off and the best thing 
about the bus was that the 
loudspeakers were so loud. 


Although it was great fun on 
the bus it was quite danger- 
ous as well because every 
time we went down a road with 
trees by the side they kept 
hanging their branches in our 
faces . 

We started at Pankhurst Avenue 
to let other children get on 
and let other people sign the 
petition against rent increas- 
es next month. There was also 
on the bus Queens Park coun- 
cillors Joe Townsend and Rich- 
ard Stanton and they were 
chanting "join the Labour 
Party" on the microphone 
while playing the record, a 
jazzed up version of 'The Red 
Flag’ . 

A lot of p eople were waving uj> 
to us as we moved along. After 

we had gone through the town 
we went up Pankhurst Avenue to 
let the children who lived on 
the Queens Park estate get 
off and go home. After that 
we went to East Drive, our 
starting place, and got off 
the bus. As I had expected, 
it was the most exciting 
bus ride I had ever had ! ! ! 


RUNNING AWAY WITH IT 


BRIGHTON VOICE NEWS GROUP. 


Late in September when the 
Council’s Highways and Trans- 
port Committee came to cons- 
ider the application by the 
Brighton and Hove Athletic 
Club to stage the town's 
first half marathon, they were 
slightly handicapped. For the 
club had, so to speak, jumped 
the gun. 

Adverts had already appeared 
announcing the race, due to 
be run on November 11, des- 
oite the advice of council 
officers that it should be 
postponed on safety grounds. 

Unwilling to put the date back 
race director Alex Angeli 
risked the council not grant- 
ing permission and started the 
publicity programme. His bluff 
paid off as councillors did 
not want to be spoilsports ag- 
ain after they had stopped the 
proposed Brighton Marathon 
last year, and so the race 


One in the eye for stuffy 
bureaucrats, then? Well, yes 
and no. There probably won't 
be any safety problems: Alexi 
Angeli organised a 10 kra road 
.*ace along the seafront last 


year and all was well. 

But two things are worrying. 
First, the hype in the papers 
and posters. The claim to have 
a flat , fast course where 
records may be broken is lud- 
icrous. Flat it is, but for 
half the race the runners will 
be battling against the sea- 
front breezes. 

Secondly, one of the reasons 
Angeli pushed his luck with 
the Council - perhaps the main 
reason - was pressure from the 
sponsors. The race is billed 
as a curtain-raiser to the 
Fast Food Fair at the Metropole 
the following week and paper 
plate makers Keyes Fibres are 
putting up the cash. 

Now, admittedly it's not quite 
as bad as the tobacco compan- 
ies ' involvement with sport . 

But despite Steve Cram's well- 
known weakness for hamburgers 
the idea of a Brighton race 
being run as a warm-up to a 
convention designed to inc- 
rease the profits of purveyors 
of junk foods is, well, sick- 
ening. Let's just hope the 
competitors don't have to eat 
the fair's products. 




ARTS 
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UNDERNEATH THE 


The Zap Club’s Neil Butler bubbles over. 
Sigismund mops up. 


ARCHES 


Despite the frantic activity 
leading up to the long await- 
ed re-onening of the Zap Club, 
Neil Butler's energy and en- - 
thusiasm remain. The morning 
I went to interview him was 
about a week before the club 
was scheduled to open, and 
he'd been up all night work- 
ing on some unfinished de- 
tails of the Zao master nlan . 
("The last three months have 
been the worst of my life, 
t's h^e^^one crisis after 



Unused to the early hour, I 
sat slumped in a chair feel- 
ing like death as Neil made 
coffee. "How", I wondered, 

"had the strange mixture of 
modern music hall and oer- 
formance art, alternative 
cabaret and mixed media - that 
is the Zao Club, come about ?" 


"X was interested in enter- 
tainment, hut even more inter- 
ested in live art. Through 
helping to organise the Con- 
temporary Art festival, by 
nutting on about 300 events 
in 3 years we proved that 
therg was quite a wide aud- 
ience for that sort of thing. 
The Zao Club was set uo to 
broaden* that audience, first- 
ly by providing a platform 
for work that vou wouldn’t 
otherwise see in Brighton, 
and secondly by seducing or 
drawing in oeople to see new 
interesting work they would 
not normally encounter. So 
the programming oolicy of mix- 
ing together entertainment and 


art was an absolutely deliber- 
ate attempt to change people's 
ideas." 

But does, it always work ? 

"Mo. But it works most of the 
time. In my terms there .have 
been two or maybe three even- 
ings, out of several hundred, 
which have been absolutely 
abysmal. If we tried to put 
on things that nobody disliked 
it would he extremely compri- 
mising and dull." 

Reviving, I suggested that the 
noisy clubby atmosphere of the 
Zap Club favoured oeople who 
worked (for example) on the 
alternative cabaret circuit. 
They were used to that sort of 
environment while the delicate 
sheltered oerformance artist 
wasn ' t . 

"I can recall people who have 
found the audience a bit 
difficult to deal with. But I 
think that's our problem. If 
we olace them at the right 
point in the evening it works 
out alright as long as the 
performer is committed to 
communicating with an unspec- 
ialized audience. Sometimes 
we make mistakes, booking too 
many people on. one night who 
require a lot of concentration 

* you don’t need 
to be an art critic 
to open your 
mouth” 


but hopefully that doesn't 
happen very often. The Zao 
Club audience is very sym- 
pathetic to artists but also 
very vocal if they find they 
don't like something.”' 


the Pichmond and hknpv to see 
their audience on tne*dance 
floor. 

The Cacophonies could not 
match the confident punch and 
visual cool of Dance Factor's 
mafiosi horn section nor the 
tightness of their sound yet 
this does not seem to affect 
the enjoyment of their brisk 
catchy pop songs. Indeed the 
thick, chunky loose busking 
band quality of the backing 
with its four-piece horn 
section combines with Simon 
Thomas' hectic vocals and 
cleverly constructed songs 
to give an idiosyncratic 
sound, particularly when 
the band joins in to sing 
on the South American tinged 
'So Secret' or the marvell- 
ous exuberant pointlessness 
of 'Don’t Drink the Congo'. 

It may not be close harmony 
and professionalism but it 
would be a pity if the Caco- 


music. ' 

Dance Factor* Seven played 
their usual blend of muscular 
up-tempo, up-front soul. Be- 
hind their dark glasses and 
masculine posture the horn 
section provided solid riffs, 
well structured harmonies and 
an effective counterpoint to 
the vocals. 

When their singer added his 
trumpet it was a snappy, pow-r 
erful sound, though one that 
tended to swamp the keyboards 
which remained inaudible 
throughout . The joint was 
still jumping as Dance Factor 
Seven encored with their live- 
ly jubilant version of 'Move 
On Up ’ . 


The Cacophonies play a BV 
benefit gig with Intimate 
Breed on Nov 21 at the 
Pichmond. 



Neil raises 
"There 's one place which 
worked in vaguely the same 
area as us, Richard Strange’s 
Slammer in London . When we 
went there we found the diff- 
erence extraordinary. We don't 
aspire to being trendy, we 
want anyone to feel that they 
can happily go to the club. My 
grandmother goes and she's ' 
eighty, the students I used to 
teach go, it’s very wide. At 
Richard's place it was very 
posy, and a lot of the work 
was, I think, performed for 
very suspect reasons, but no- 
body would criticise or talk 
about it in case they revealed 
that they didn’t know what 
they were talking about. We 
try to make a real point of 
encouraging oeople to say what 
they think. All people's opin- 
ions are equally valid, you 
don't need to be an art critic 
to open your mouth." 

Now onto my second cup of 
coffee, I thought it was time 
to talk about the new perm- 
anent space on the seafront. 

"The idea of a permanent club 
was hatched about six years 
ago. We've been searching for 
somewhere at varying levels of 


the flag 
intensity for that long. We've 
always wanted to develop an 
arts centre, but not in the 
sterile established sense. 

This place was the fourth one 
we tried for. It's leased 
from the Council , not bought , 
yet we stil had to raise 
£60,000 just to do it out and 
comply with all the regulat- 
ions. There's two tunnels, 
one with a bar in it and the 
other with a performance area. 
We've got a video system in- 
stalled and there will also be 
a shop selling, amongst other 
things, Zap Club rock." 


"Next year we're going to 
start a progransne of avant- 
garde films, develop the video 
aspect, have outdoor events on 
the area outside the club, 
start doing children's theatre 
in the summer " 


PUNCH AND COOL 

CACOPHONICS & DANCE FACTOR 7 
AT THE RICHMOND 

It was good to see two estab- 
lished Brighton ba«4^still 
enthusiastically presenting 
unpretentious pop and soul at 


phonics were to lose the qual - 
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TUES 6 

Bargain bands: Astronaut + 
Laughter and Tears + 

State of Seige + Tower of 
Babel, Richmond, £1. 

Latin Style: Cha-Cha Bar, Old 
Vic. 

Thriller: "Two-and-a- Third" by 

Band, King & Queen. 

Escape Club: Strip System plus 
Support. £ 1 . 50 / £ 1 . 

Tim Ellis & The Mad Continuum, 
Old Vic. ^ ^ 

see Fri 2. 

Dance: La Bouche/Anne Seagrave, 
Zap Club, £2/£l . 50 (mem). 

eatre: The Enid, 
£3/£2. 60. 


SUN 11 

Folk: Leon Rosselson, Prince 
Albert Hotel. 

New Wave: Angelic Upstarts, 
Richmond, £1.50. 

Theatre: Siren - see Thurs 8. 

Synth Dance: Separate Red, Old 
Vic. 

MON 12 

L ocal Her oes: Peter & The 

Tlsttube Babies, Old Vic. 

TUES 13 

Rockabilly: Long Tall Texans, 
Richmond, £1.00. 

Theatre: The Dock Brief by 

John Mortimer + The Dumb 
Waiter by Harold Pinter, 
Gardner Centre. 7.45pm. 


HA: 


: Night Shift, Richmond, 
£1.50. 

Theatre: Now Wash Your Hands 
Please, Siren Theatre 
Co. , Pavilion Theatre, 
8pm. 

Thriller: "Two-and-a- Third, " 
see Fri 2. 

Improvised Comedy : Ctaelette 
Broadcasting Co, Zap 
Club, £2/£l . 50 . 


FRI 9 

Folk: Dave Peabody, Springfield. 
Jazz: lain Ballamy Quartet, 


ace Fri 2. 

Zap Club: Swinging Laurels, 

C&H Video, £2/£l.50 (mem) 

SAT 10 

Theatre: Siren - see Thurs 8. 

Legend in Lifetime: Divine, 

Mandela Hall, University, 
£3 advance, £3. 50.8pm. 

Agit-rock: Omega Tribe, 

Strumpet City, 

Club, £1.50. 

Thriller: "Two-and-a-Third" , 
see Fri 2. 

Zap Club: Pat Condell, Flamin' 
Hamsters, Sally Patience, 
£2/£l . 50 . 


Exhibitions 


8th-30th Nov. : Gardner Centre - 
Gallery. Beyond The 
Repeatable Image - Three 
Printmakers from Ontario. 
8th-30th Nov. : Gardner Centre - 
Foyer. Jonathan Mumm - 
Xerox Processed Images . 


Ist-lOth Nov. :P rism Gallery - 
Rotimi Fani-Kayode - 
Photographs. 9am-5.45pm 
Mon-Sat. (Above 
Snowgoose, Church Rd. ) 


FROM: ANDREW BOWDEN m.b.e m p 

BENEFIT GIG 

CACAPHONICS + INTIMATE BREED 

Wednesday November 21 

at the Richmond (near St Peter’s) 

Late Bar. £1.50, £1 usual cone. 



FRI 16 
Folk: Dave V 


c 


Jazz: Hayward Henry + Pete 

Godfrey Trio, Richmond, 
£3, £2. 

Dance: Ekome National Dance 

Co, Afro-Caribbean Dance 
+ Drumming, Gardner 
Centre, 7.45pm. 
Post-punk/ranting: New Modi 

Army, Joolz, Cockcroft I 
Hall, £3. 

Thriller: Two-and-a-Third," 
see Fri 2. 


lodell 
roft J 



Iain Ballamy Quartet, £2.50 
£2 

US sax Hayward Henry & Pete 
Godfrey Trio + Geoff Sim- 
kins, £3, £2 

Bobby Well ins Quartet, £2.50 
£2 

Gordon Beck Quintet + tenor 
Stan Sulzmann + vibes Frank 
Ricotti, £2.50, £2 
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VIDEOS AT UNEMPLOYED CENTRE 
Dec. 6th 


4 local videos: 

Hanover CUD 

Moulsecoomk Housing, Assoc., 
Two videos by Varefoot Videc 
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SAT 24 

Afro: Kalimba, Richmond £1.75. 

Theatre: Cloud 9 - see Wed 21. 

Punky /Ex-Marine Girls: 

Television Personalities/ 
Grab Grab the Haddock. 

Comedy: Sharing, see Thur 22. 

Zap Club: Cliffhanger plus John 
Hegley. £2.00, £1.50. 

SUN 25 

Folk: Ivor + Sheila, Prince 
Albert Hotel. 

Ex-Specials/Ex-Subs : Ronny 
Radiation & The Tear 
Jerkers, Old Vic. 

Pavilion Theatre: The Meteors 
+ Long Tall Texans. 

MON 26 

Lobby : Unemployed Lobby of. 
Parliament. Details: 
Unemployed Centre, 

600881. 

TUES 27 

Soul: Dance Factor 7, Richmond, 
£1. 50. 

Rock: No Strings Attached, 

Old Vic. 

Comedy: Sharing - see Thurs 22. 

WED 28 

Rockabi-ly : Helen & The Horns, 
Richmond, £1.75. 

Rock: The Avenue, Old Vic. 

Comedy: Sharing - see Thur 22. 

Performance Art: Rose English, 
Zap Club. £2.00, £1.50. 

Salsa, Jazz: Dave Bitelli's 
Onward International, 
Gardner Arts Centre, 

7 . 4 5pm . 

THURS 29 

R+B/Punk: Sid Presley, 

Richmond, £1.50. 

Comedy: Sharing, jee Thur 22. 

Cabaret: Umbrella, Cabaret 
Comique. Zap Club, 

£2.00, £1.50. 

Cabaret: Fizz Punch Flip Sung 
Zombie Sidecar Pick Me 
Up - Graeae Theatre Co, 
Gardner Centre, 7.45pm. 


FRI 30 

Folk: Singers' Nigut, 
Springfield. 

Jazz: Gordon Beck Quintet, 
Richmond, £2.50, £2. 
Theatre: Frankenstein, Graeae 
Theatre Co, Gardner 
Centre, 7.45pm. Also: 
Saturday 8.15pm. 

Comedy: Sharing, see Thurs 22. 
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Zap Club Monday 3 Dec 
ONE DROP + Support 
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Kemptouw 
a*. Pie*' 




Together on Christmas Day ; t 

V;; 

Why not join a giant family y l 
of people for a do-it-yourself 
Christmas ! 

more details from kempt own pier 

110 St Georges Road Btn 
Tel. 697493 


Pub Quizzes 

Exercise your eeiory whilst destroying brain cells 
with alcohol. You aay »in enough to pay for sote of 
your drinks, Host quizzes start at 9pa; for soee 
(like the Prestonville) you should be there earlier, 
Teais of up to 4 are alloued. Bring paper and pencil. 
Here's a selection to choose froa. 

SUNDAYS 

Concorde, Hadeira Drive 
HONDA YS 


WEDNESDAYS 

Eagle, Bloucester Road 


Feminist ? 

WOMAN? OVER 30? GRAVNIAD TYPE? 
LOWERED CONSCIOUSNESS? RAISE 

IT WITH US HELP GANG OF FOUR 

EXPAND INTO (NEO-FEMINIST?) 

GROUP . CONTACT ALISON ON 
BRIGHTON 419232. 



[long: Roy at the piano. Northern 

Free. 

Singalong: Queens Head. 8telne St. Pre%. 

Rajneesh Disco: Zorba the Buddha. 8-11, 

The Cavern. Ship St. £1., 
Dance: le Skank, Brighton Belle, Oriental 

Placet#; 10-2 , £1-50 (£1 membs) 
Alternative: Midnight Cowboy, 77 West St. 

(below Swifts), 10-2 

eeting: Youth CND meets at 75 Millers Rd. 
Alternate weeks, Tel: 500594 

Psychedelia: Flower power pop.. 

Electric Orape, 

Queens Rd. 7-llpm. 

Jazz Guitar: The Grossly Overweight 

Band. The Greys, South- 
over St. Free. 


Free. 

Alternative Club: Transmission. Brighton 

Belle, Oriental Place. 
10-2am. £1.20/70p. 

Jazz: Steam. Green Dragon, Sydney St 

Harmony Duo: Ron Bacher ft Alan Murray. 

The Cavern , Sh lp St . Free 
o Night: Concorde. (9-12) 50p. 

k: Irish music. The Nightingale 

WEDNESDAYS 

Jack Gilbert ft Panama Jazz Band. 
King ft Queen. Free. 

Alternative: The Jinx, Royal Escape, 

Marine Parade . 75p(50p DB40) 
Meeting: Socialist 'Workers Party. Stanford 
Arms, Preston Circus. 8. pm. 

Meeting: 3rd Wednesday of month. Non 

Violent Direct Action Group. Op- 
stairs at the Eagle. Phone (Andy) 
673643 for details. 

azz: Ian ft Bruce-Food For Friends. Free, 

lngaround : In the Bar. Marlborough-free, 

lop: Rock 'n Roll, Lewes Road Inn, 8pm 

Hop: Rock 'n Roll, Richmond Hotel, 8pm 

Brunswick Conmunity Assoc., open 
social evening: coffee bar, disco, 
games etc., 7 -10 Lansdowne 

Centre 

Style: Disco: The Roxy, 18 West St. 

1.50 (£1.00 OB40) 

Jazz: Jenny Watts ft the Don Pashley 


Pre-conquest nostalgia, Alison 
and the Vikings. The Nightingale 
CftH Productions - upstairs at 


tive: The Void Club. Queen Anne 

West St. £1, 9-2am. 
zz: The 'Jazz Room, Churchill Palace 

Hotel. Middle St. 9-2am.£l. 
before 11pm. 

Blues. Apollo Hotel. 10-2am. £1. 

Joe and the Moondogs. The Ship, 
Lewes Rd. Free. 

Club Savannah, below swifts, 

West St. (9.30-2am) 

Rico Rico, Brighton Belle, Oriental 
Place, 10-2, £1-60 (£1 membs) 

1st Thursday of month. 

Non Violent Direct Action 
Group. Upstairs at the Sprin- 
gfield.- Phone (Andy) 673643. 


Disco: Afro night-Concorde. 

Club: Subterfuge £2/£l. 

Apollo Hotel. 10-2am. 

Irish folk: Nick Burbridge ft 

Tim O'Leary, Queens 
Head. Free. 

Disco: Club Savannah. Below 

Swifts, West St. 9.30-2 
i: Rock 'n Roll, Richmond Hotel, 8pm 


SATURDAYS LUNCHTIME 
Soul ft Motown Disco: The Caver 
Ship St. Free 
SATURDAYS EVENING 


Escape Club. 


Club: 

(£1.50 members) 

Club: Subterfuge E2/£l. Apollo 

Hotel. 10-2am. 

Club: The Box £2.50. (£2 member) 

Swift's (West St) 9.30-2am. 
Singaround In the bar: Marlborough. 

RftB: Joe ft the Moondogs . 8 -11 wm. 

Kensington. Free. . 

100% Jazz: The Jazz room, Churchill 

Palace Hotel, Middle St. 
10-2am. £2.00. 


■Club: Siesta Club. Richmond. 

RftB: Joe and the Moondogs. lZ-Ham 

Kensington . Free . * 

Jazz: Steam, Green Dragon. Sydney 

St. Free. 

Jazz Funk: Night Breeze, Old Vic, 

Ship St , Free . 


Nightingale, Surrey St 
Rock 'Hi Roll, Lewes Road Inn, 8pm 


ARTS/INFO 
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— GUG AND JULIE 


CHERRY AND 


BACK TO 
FRONT POP 

'WE HAVE A HEAD ON STAGE. Well .... that ' s not supposed to 
be part of a big stage act or anything. It's just because 
we write a lot of songs in our bedroom. So I thought I'll 


take the head along and make 
our bedroom ' says Julie, 


The kind of music Gug and 
Julie play is difficult to 
explain in one word. 

Gug: 'It's experimental pop. 

We try to keep influences out 
of our music as much as pos- 
sible. New Order is a band 
we both like. Julie has more 
jazz orientation. It's a bit 
of a mixture of those things.' 

Julie: 'We're just doing what 

we want to do. And if people 
like it, that's nice and if 
they don't, well. .. .we' 11 just 
carry on doing it anyway.' 

The band use backing tapes. 

Gug plays everything on the 
tapes himself. 'I wouldn't 
be happy if I wasn't doing 
everything myself, a little 
bit of a cheat in a way, ' 
he says. 

The duo have been playing to- 
gether for a year and a quart- 


the stage seem like part of 
singer. 


er. Gug used to be a singer 
before that. Julie did ses- 
sions: 'I was really fed up 

with singing other people's 
lyrics. I felt really unsat- 
isfied being that kind of 
singer. So I thought I'll sit 
down and write from the heart, . 
write my own lyrics. ' She did. 
Wonderful songs called 'Hello. 
Venus', 'Oscar Wilde' and 'On 
the Hill' . 

Julie says: 'We write our 

songs in a back to front way 
because often I work the melody 
out and sing it on my own and 
Gug starts playing things 
which fit in. I usually get 
a whole song in my mind. I 
go into it and work it out..' 

You can see Gug and Julie at 
the Zap Club on 14 December 
or at the Pavilion Theatre on 
10 November. 



THE G SPOTS 


On one of their rare evening 
sorties from the rehearsal 
studio, the rechristened Wise 
Guys stood in for Strip System, 
some of whom were reputed to 
be indisposed on religious 
grounds . 

Although hampered by an indif- 
ferent sound, a rather spartan 
audience and a time restrict- 
ion, Cherry and the G Spots 
revealed their talent for im- 
aginatively and thoughtfully 
constructed songs. 

Their seclusion in Kemptown 
was partly reflected in the 
seriousness of their approach 
to their songs, with that * 
sought-for blend sometimes. 
not being fixed in the mix. 

But the potential of Karen's 
soft plaintive voice, the idio- 
syncratic mixture of harmonic 
and rhythmic sax with Nick's 
nifty, inventive, brilliantly 
understated rhythmic work 
(and on a borrowed guitar) 
was very apparent. 

Occasionally the sound was * * 

too full to separate the ele- 
ments and so was most effect- 
ive when it was broken up and 
the individual elements high- 
lighted. But Cherry and the 
G Spots' committment and wil- 
lingness to work with combin- 
ing and contrasting diverse 
musical elements promises much. 


BRIGHTON VOICE 
INFORMATION 


EMERGENCY 

ARRESTED - RELEASE 01-603 8654 
GAY SWITCHBOARD 690825 
LESBIAN LINE 603298 
NSPCC 553334 
PARENTS HELPLINE 688633 
RAPE CRISIS 699756 
ROYAL SUSSEX COUNTY HOSPITAL 
606611 

SAMARITANS 772277 


ADVICE 

AGE CONCERN: Old Peoples' Welfare A 
advice. 57 Ditchling Rd, Mon -Fri 
10-12.30 & 2-4 Tel: 683275. 

ANOREXIC AID: Contact Mandy Minton 
Tel: 558166. 

ASK HERE: Info, advice & 

counselling for young people. 32-3 
Baker St. Tel: 685490. Open Mon-Wed 
2-6pm, Thu- Sat llam-2pm. 

BRIGHTON ALTERNATIVES TO PRISON 
PROJECT (BAPP): Info A advice, 

employment counselling, literacy 
and numeracy for those at risk of 
going to prison. Tel: 25998/551400 
BRIGHTON RIGHTS ADVICE CENTRE: 102a 
North Road. Tel: 600972. Tue 10.30 
-12.30, Wed 2.30 -4.30, Thu 5.30 
-7.30. 

BRUNSWICK ADVICE CENTRE: Welfare 
rights advice. Lansdowne Centre, 58 
Lansdowne Place, Hove. Tel: 204876. 
Tue l-5pm, Thu 5-7pm. 

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU: Brighton, 
17 Ditchling Rise, Mon-Fri 10-4, 
Tues 5-7 30 St. George's Place 
Mon-Fri 10-1, 2-4 Tel: 601664/5. 
Hove Town Hall, Tisbury Rd, 
Mon/Wed/Fri 10-12.30 & 2.15-4 pm 
Tues/Thurs 10-4 pm Tel: 734811. 
COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL: Advice on 
hassles with the N.H.S. B'tn, Tel: 
33824; Hove, Tel: 71186. 

CONSUMER PROTECTION DEPT: Tel: 

681118 

DEPORTATION: Advice Centre for 

women & men under threat of 
deportation; also advice on 
immigration laws. 114a Brick Lane, 
London El. Tel: 01-247 7848/2820 
DHSS FREEPHONE: Dial 100, ask 

operator. 

HOUSING ADVICE CENTRE: 10 Ditchling 
Rise, Mon-Fri 9-4.30 Tel: 673162. 
See also Housing section. 

MARRIAGE GUIDANCE COUNCIL: 58 

Preston Road. Tel: 697997. 9.30am 
-12.30. weekdays. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR CIVIL LIB- 
ERTIES: c/o 21 Little Preston St. 
(Mail only) 


PREGNANCY ADVISORY SERVICE (BPAS): 
Pregnancy testing, counselling, 
abortions, vasectomies. Wistons, 
138 Dyke Rd. Tel: 509726. 

RENT TRIBUNAL: Rent, landlord- 

tenant disputes, security of ten- 
ure. 137 Preston Rd. Tel: 506381. 
TEENAGE TELL-A-PHONE: Confidential 
advice. Tel: 565717 4 -8pm daily. 
UNEMPLOYED CENTRE: Prior House, 

Tilbury Place, B'tn. Welfare rights 
advice. Mon-Wed, 10am -1pm. 

WOMEN'S CENTRE: 6 Marlborough Place 
(Old Steine) Tel: 600526 M on -Fri 
ll-2pm. Sat 10- 4pm Fri 6-8pm. 
WHITEHAWK ADVICE CENTRE: In 

community centre. Alt. Weds 7-9pm. 
Tel: 686793. 


CHEMISTS 

C.S. ASHTON: 98 Dyke Road, Seven 

Dials. Tel: 25020. Open till 10 pm. 
Sat 6pm. Not Sundays. 

PARRIS AND GREENING: 105 Church 

Road, Hove. Tel: 732216 Mon-Sat 

open till 8 p.m. Sun 10am-2pm. 
WESTONS: 6 Coombe terrace, Lewes 
Road, B'tn. Tel: 65354 - open till 
10 pm every day. 

ROSS CHEMISTS: 3, York Place; by 
St. Peter's Church. Open till 8 
p.m. weekdays. Tel: 681396 

GAY 

GAY SWITCHBOARD (info A advice): PO 
Box 449, B'tn. Tel: 690825, 8-10 & 
6-10 Sats. Women operators, Thurs. 
Also contact for Gay Community 
Organisation, Campaign for 
Homosexual Equality & Gay Youth 
Group. 

LESBIAN GROUP: contact Womens 

Centre 

LESBIAN LINE: LL/Lambda, P.0. Box 
449, B'tn. Tel: 603298, Tues 8-10 
pm, Fri 2-5 & 8-10pm. All calls 
answered in confidence by lesbians 

HEALTH 

ACUPUNCTURE: Clinic of Chinese 

Medicine, 6 Old Steine. Tel: 
696716. 


ALLEN CENTRE (Hove Centre for 
Community Mental Health) 54 New 
Church Rd, Hove. Tel: 729365. 
ANOREXIC AID: see advice section. 
CANCER ADVICE CLINIC: 6 New Road. 
Tel: 727213 

CANCER SCREENING CLINIC: Royal York 
Buildings, Old Steine. Tel: 23344. 
CANCER PREVENTION (Area Health 
Authority): Tel: 23344. 

COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL: see 

advice section. 

FAMILY PLANNING CLINIC: New Sussex 
Hospital. Tel: 734258. 

HOMEOPATH: Robert Withers, 64 

Wilbury Rd, Hove. Tel: 24420/26777. 
NATURAL HEALTH CENTRE: 27 Regent 
St, B'tn. Tel: 600010. Mailing St. 
Lewes. Tel: 3719. 

SMOKING ADVICE CENTRE: Tel: 23344. 
VD CLINIC: Claude Nicol Centre, 

Royal York Puildings, Old Steine. 
Tel: 728486. 

WELL WOMAN CLINIC: 13a Western 

Road, B'tn. Tel: 774075. 


HOUSING 

BRIGHTON HOSTEL: For single home- 
less men. Volunteers needed in 
evenings. 18 Dorset Gardens, Tel: 
682089' 

FIRST BASE: Day Centre for homeless 
and isolated people. Advice, tea, 
cheap food, baths: Mon, Tues, 

Thurs, Fri 10 am -3.30 pm. 19a 
Montpelier Place. 

HOUSING ADVICE CENTRE (Brighton 
Housing Trust) 10 Ditchling Rise, 
Tel: 673162. Mon-Fri, 9.30 -12.30. 
HOUSING ASSOCIATIONS: Contact 

Housinq Advice Centre. 

RENT TRIBUNAL: Rent disputes, 

security of tenure, etc. 137 Preston 
Rd, Tel: 509726. 

RENT OFFICE: 22/3 Prince Albert St, 
Tel: 26471. 9 Palmeira Mansions, 
Hov. Tel: 737373. 

SUSSEX HOUSING MOVEMENT 

(Squatting): Tel: 608945 
TWO PIERS HOUSING CO-OPERATIVE: 
Info: Roy Alger, 1 Major Close, 
Hollingdean, B’tn. Tel: 502158. 


CHECK YOUR ENTRY! 

THROUGH LACK OF RESOURCES WE ARE 
UNABLE TO KEEP THIS PAGE COMPLETELY 
UP TO DATE. SO READERS ARE ASKED 
TO LET US KNOW ABOUT ANY MISTAKES 
OR OMISSIONS. 

We believe this fills a need in 
Brighton - pi ease help us keep it 
up to date! — 


SELF-HELP 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS: Alcohol 

Information service. 190 Church Rd, 
Hove. Wed. 7.30 pm 
ANTI-SMOKING CLINIC: York 

Buildings, Old Steine. Tel: 23344. 
GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS: Tel: 507012 
HOVE DIVORCED AND SEPARATED CLUB: 
Tel: 776430. 

MEN'S GROUPS: Tel: Dick 693202. 

MIND: Ex-psychiatric patients' 

group. Tel: 730369. 

S.H.AR.E.: for Parents of the 

mentally handicapped. Tel: 416468. 
SCHIZOPHRENIA NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP 
(B'tn S Hove branch): Tel: 33824. 


WOMEN 

BIRTH CENTRE (B'tn): info and 

support group. Pregnancy, birth & 
early child care. Tel: 689194. 
LESBIAN LINE: See Gay section. 
PREGNANCY ADVISORY SERVICE: see 

Advice Section. 

RAPE CRISIS: P.0. Box 332, Hove. 
Tel: 699756, Tue 6-9pm, Fri 3-9pm, 
Sat lOam-lpm. 

WELL WOMAN CLINIC: 13a Western 

Road. Tel: 774075. 

WIDOWS CLUB: 47 Tivoli Cres., Meet 
8pm fourth Wed of each month, 
Unitarian Hall, Lewes Rd. B'tn. 
WOMEN'S CENTRE: 6 Marlborough Place 
(Old Steine). Tel: 600526. See 
Advice section for times. Also 
contact for Lesbian Group, Women's 
Action Against Racism Group & 
Women's Aid Refuge. 

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR 
PEACE & FREEDOM: Tel: 684604 or 

Lewes 4161. 

WOMEN'S LIBERATION: Meet at Women's 
Centre every third Mon. Info Tel: 
682282. 

WOMEN'S SIGNING ON CAMPAIGN: 
Contact Liz/Caroline. Tel: 609786. 
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THE AGE OF THE THEATRE 


TONY MILLER OF 'SEEING RED' INTERVIEWS JANE BOSTON, ONE OF THE 
FOUNDING MEMBERS OF 'SIREN THEATRE COMPANY' ABOUT THE GROUP'S 
HISTORY, THEIR USE OF MUSIC AND COMEDY, AND THE NEED FOR A NEW 
AWARENESS OF CLASS IN FEMINIST POLITICS. 



Siren Theatre Company: Jane, Ruth, Tosha & Jude 


TM: Jane, could you tell us t 
bit about where Siren came 
from, and why ... 

Jane: Siren came out of the 
late 70 ’s women's group activ- 
ism - we did a lot of street 
theatre around specific issues 
such as abortion,women's rights, 
heterosexism. . .Our anti-Corrie 
play at that time took us to 
the Houses of Parliament - from 
the frying pan of the street 
into the fire, so to speak! 

Others of us were working with 
a mixed group at Sussex Univers- 
ity, which later transferred to 
Brighton, called 'Theatre of Sex- 
ism' . For personal and political 
reasons greatly inspired by the 
Radical Feminist climate of the 
early eighties .when we were all 
reading Mary Daly's influential 
work GynEcology ,we decided we 
needed to work as an all women 
group. This is when Siren 
Theatre began. 

Our first play, " Mama's gone 
a -Hunting " was the initial 


nhase of a group process to- 
wards clarifying all the polit- 
ical, social and historical iss- 
ues around women ' s oppression . 
Set in the future, we felt we 
could talk about the present 
everybody knew, and yet take 
more risks with it somehow. We 
also began to understand humour 
as a way to express things - 
the cruel point with the biting 
humorous delivery. 

' Curfew " , our next play, focused 
more specifically on masculin- 
ity and male violence, as the 
backdrop for a play which also 
concentrated on the relation- 
ships between the three women 
protagonists, their love for 
each other, and their positions 
in the struggle against male 
domination. 


TM: One of the noticeable 
features of your shows is the 
way in which you incorporate 
music. How do you see the 
relationship between theatre 
and music? 

Jane: Perhaps I should start 
with a little history: two of 
the founding members of the 
company received most of their 
informal training in music - 
Jude through the church, and 
myself through school. With 
women's liberation came the 
discovery that, yes, men had al- 
ways been identified with Rock 
music, but why didn't we, as 
women, seize the opportunity 
and do it ourselves? 

There's such a great psychol- 
ogical stumbling block to the 
idea of women actually playing 
the instruments. Sure, there 
have always been female singers 
in bands, but not usually in- 
strumentalists - at least until 
recently. In the euphoria of 
the Punk era, when anyone - it 
seemed - was getting a band to- 
gether we found it easier to 
get hold of the instruments , and 
could practice without fear of 
the expertise problem, etc. Those 
'Vaultage Days' at the Resource 
Centre were very formative, if a 
bit seedy! 

From this came Devil's Dykes and 
then later, Bright Girls. It was 
a .political statement then and 
an aspect of personal growth 
to form these groups, to be an 
all women band. So from this, 
and simultaneously with this, 
came our theatre development . 

It seemed crucial in order to 
present a popular, political 
theatre to include music, with 
the surprise element of women 
playing electric rock instrum- 
ents . 


The next problem was how to 
interweave the two. The music 
i became another voice within 
the drama to comment on the 
action ; slightly outside, yet 
still within it. We can be 
cheeky or savage - we can do 
things outside of character and 
yet still maintain the tension 
of the drama. 

TM: One of the most striking 
images of your last show , " From 
the Divine " , was that combin- 
ation of evening dresses and 
electric guitars. Lots of 
people that I spoke to after- 
wards commented on how bizarre 
and surreal it looked. 

Jane: Yes.it was a striking 
memory for me, tottering on high 
heels in a low backed dress 
into a cold auditorium, picking 
up the fender guitar and whamm- 
ing out a rock number! Inside 
you don't feel any different, 
but you are giving out totally 
contradictory social signals... 
usually the one who wears the 
trousers wears the guitar! In 
that show we were very much 
playing with roles - taking 
apart what is masculine and 
what is feminine and juxta- 
posing them. I think this is 
elemental to our theatre. 




" tfrt NTlAL POOK? OUTHB HZRftlE y. 

. /the BEST IN CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE, POLITICALS' 
/ DCONOHIC THEORY, CULTURAL STUDIES. SOCIAL HISTORY, 

/ ANTHROPOLOGY, FEMINISM 4 SEXUAL POLITICS. ALTERNATIVE 
I MEDICINE, NATURAL RESOURCES, PSYCHOLOGY, MEDIA STUDIES 
\ 4 THE PERFORMING ARTS, POETRY. COMPARATIVE RELIGION, 

EDUCATION A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF PAMPHLETS, 
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TM: It's interesting that you 
should be saying this now, in 
the second era of Thatcherism. 

By this I mean the massive re- 
surgence of the idea, the fact 
of class, seven months into the 
miner's strike. And the pundits 
who were carping on about the 
'classless society' look a bit 
silly. . . . 

Jane: Time and again you're 
marginalised, you 're the women's 
group, the screaming lesbians, or 
whatever. You can be sectioned 
off, packaged and dismissed. 
You're not said to be speaking 
of anything but your own crazy 
problems, and can therefore be 
ignored by the mass media, 
whereas Thatcher's said to be 
speaking for all of us, for the 
Natioa. 


So how do you represent' youY 
ideas? How do you keep them 
revolutionary and yet broad- 
ly accessible, if you like? And 
the language, the concepts .. .we 
are so fixed in our old modes 
of thinking; we’ re trying to 
leap years ahead without act- 
ually having the mental equip- 
ment . 

Tasha from the group took this 
away , and read a lot about the 
new physics, and similar prob- 
lems that exist there. So the 
play parallels theories of 
physics| and, if you like, femin- 
ist desires to spread the word, 
and incorporates this into a 
zany anarchical show, more farc- 
ical than any other we’ve done. 
The play moves into new areas 
for us - into an examination of 
class. We felt that it was time 
"for us, within a feminist polit- 
ics, to connect with other iss- 
ues on the left, with other 
struggles. 

TM: Let's move on to the new 
production, " Now Wash Four 
Hands Please " , which I believe 
you 're working on furiously at 
the moment. What can we expect 
from Siren now ? 

Jane: Right. As I remember the 
early days of conception of this 
play.it was really the problem 
of Saatchi a Saatchi and the 
Tory Party, and realising that 
they were cottoning on to pub- 
lic relations in a big way. 

They were shaping Margaret 
Thatcher before our very eyes. 

We thought, OK, got a job to do, 
got to sell the feminist move- 
ment to the world. 

Jane: Yes, I think that after - 
the initial euphoria of unity 
amongst women , there ' s increas- 
ingly a need to recognise div- 
isions of race and class - 
everyone's discovering a need 
to retrieve an identity that's 
been crushed, and in particular, 
issues of class have been high- 
lighted by a government that 
increasingly and obviously 
represents only those who have. 
This has to be challenged and 
brought out . 

" Now Wash Your Hands Please " is 
an attempt to rip-roar through 
these issues of contemporary 
Britain. It's potentially so 
doom-laden that we can only 
approach it through an anarch- 
ical and farcical style - 
there's so much to say that it 
can only be done at the speed 
of a train! 

That's how we've conceived it, 
out of great fury and earnest- 
ness, and the results should 
hopefully burst off the stage. 

" Now Wash Tour Hands Please " 
has its world premiere at the 
Pavilion Theatre on Thurs/Fri/ 
Sat/Sun, 8-1 1th November. 

Tickets from Box Office and the 
Odd Volume. 
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TODAY WITlf-SO MANY PEOPLE UNEMPLOYED , PRESSURE IS GROWING 
TO LOOK AGAIN AT AN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM THAT SAYS MOST PPOTJLE 
APE NOT WORTH EDUCATING, A SYSTEM OF SOCIAL CONDITIONING 
WHICH SENTENCES THE VAST MAJORITY TO A LI 'PET I ME OF toil FOP 
THE BENEFIT OF THE GRADUATES. 


TORY STUDENTS BELIEVE 
THEY WORK HARDER THAN 
'THE WORKERS'. Arrogance 
and evening suite are the 
reappearing eymptons 
of an old disease in 
Britain's universities 


TEACHING 
PEOPLE 
THEIR PLACE 



The Education System 



Inner-city 
’Bad 1 Schools 


Univ ersit y 
Careers & The Professions 


HOW THE SYSTEM WORKS 


1 ALSO CARTOON ON BACK PAGE 


Basically, the system is very 
simple. It transmits privilege 
from one generation to the next. 
So eighty percent of. children 
of manual workers go on to be- 
come manual workers, eightv per- 
cent of children from ’profess- 
ional • Parents go on to careers 
of some sort, and ninety percent 
of rich children remain rich. 



'■WCkTo SCHOOL 


However, because there are 
always exceptions to these rules 
- for instance some ’working 
class' children become doctors 
etc, (through managing to work 
their way towards the left of 
the diagram)- people can always 
say ’If this, the most under- 
privileged child can 'succeed' 
thanks to our education system, 
anyone can . ' And, indeed almost 
'anyone' can, although with con- 
siderably more difficulty than 
almost everyone else . 


The results of such a race are 
easy to predict , but such is 
our educational system. A proc- 
ess of humiliation for the maj- 
ority begun at the age of five, 
and to all intents' and purposes 
irreversible by the age of 
eleven. By the time the lucky 
ones reach university, they 
have become convinced that this 
is solely due to an innate 
superiority o:: their part- that 
they were born with superior 
intelligence to all their con- 
temporaries and for.ivhich they 
deserve to reap certain rewards 
(Similarly the ‘failures* should 
accept their inferiority and 
get on with being slaves- 
automatons unworthy of the high- 
things of life, particularly 
higher education.) No matter to 
these graduates that their ’O’ 
and ’A’ levels are little more 
than monotonous memory tests, 
taken at sixteen and eighteen 
and then largely forgotten. No 
matter that university itself 
is for most students two years 
of four hours teaching a week 
and then in the last year a 
term and a half of copying down 
everything they can, and memor- 


izing for the ’ Finals 1 , when 
they are all grouped into 1st 
2nd and 3rd class minds. 

The whole absurd charade would 
be funny were it not that all 
nice jobs are reserved, for 
graduates. Not in any particular 
.-subject, just ’graduates' , as 
pages of Guardian ads proclaim. 

While other European countries 
give school .leavers an autom- 
atic right to higher education 
through policies of ’Open Entry’, 
the vast majority of people here 
are deemed to be too stupid or 
too lazy to benefit from it. 
Meanwhile scientific, military, 
legal and administrative ’top’ 
jobs are reserved exclusively 
for graduates, when really it’s 
the individual's motivation and 
. suitability that's important- 
and that's not something determ- 
ined by 'O' level results, 'A' 
level results, nor yet even 


university results. But that 
doesn't. suit the arrogance of 
the graduate-; They won't accept 
that it is their education that 
has bestowed upon them the know- 
how to do a task. That sort of 
approach is for plumbers, clerks 
.and the like. No, their qualif- 
'i cat ion? 'reflect an innate super- 
iority and they have consequently 
taken possession of their birth- 
right . 

And what is the answer? It is to 
accept that the benefits of 
education should be bestowed on 
all who want them, whenever they 
want them (witness the literacy 
campaign in Nicaragua ) . A 
country full of highly educated 
people, (th^worti need no.t as 
perhaps now conjure op a picture 
of a Conceited bore) is a 
country where it would be diff- 
icult to persuade people of 
their inferiority to others. 

A country where people might 
demand the same wages as others 
- and the same opportunities. 

Yes, there are a lot of reasons 
why the present education system 
is so satisfactory for those who 
benefit from a social system it 



.perpetuates - but for those it 
oppresses, they should know 
where it all began _ i n the 
class-room. 
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Education as it now stands 
is a bit like a race in which 
people are allowed to use 
whatever means they can to 
win. So some people use 'cars' 
(the 'pressure learning' of 
private schools), others 'bicyc- 
les' (the 'good' comphrensive 
in a well-to-do middle class 
area, with good teachers who 
expect the children to do well 
(very important in achievement)), 
while the rest, the 'walkers’, 
have only their own resources, 
go to city comphrensives where 
the control of the pupils is the 
paramount concern, where barbed 
wire, surmounts the walls and 
guard dogs patrol at night ; 
and where the word 'University' 
is never heard - except in the 
headmasters' study to parents 
whose class is such that their 
offspring might be expected to 
go there, or perhaps on the 
grounds that they are 'gifted' 
(and, consequently, that every- 
one else is not.) If they're very 
• clever they may even be taken to 
a private school: 



AT ELEVEN MOST CHILDREN 
ARE GIVEN AN 'ACHIEVEMENT 
TEST' WHICH DETERMINES 
THEIR (UNOFFICIAL) 

STREAM -AT SECONDARY 
SCHOOL. 
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The -people there are from many 
different backgrounds, probably. 
But one thing unites them now. 
They are all poor. And the 
DHSS claimants' Waiting Room 
is the place where they are 
all equal. Prevented by the 
new approach of treating all 
the people as criminals until 
they prove otherwise over the 
counter as they sign their 
name, they must now wait, po- 
werless and dependant on the 
bureaucrats behind the window, 
for their entitlement. Few 
still feel that it is their 
entitlement by this stage. 

Most have already spent a day 
being shuttled around Unemploy 
ment Benefit Offices or Tost 
Offices, and hours of waiting 
on someone else's pleasure have 
a way of making you forget that 
you have rights. 

Of the forty or so people wait- 
ing there, and often the number 
is much higher, few wanted to 
be in a photograph. Such is the 
air of shame and of being "low- 
ered" to "State handouts" that 
people preferred to tell as 
few people as possible that they 
were claiming their entitlement. 
One man, around 20, didh't want 
to be in a photograph as he'd 
ly told some of his friends 
that he was on the dole. "Itis 
a matter of pride and principle 
not to be seen in such a dump" 
he said. 

One described how he had been 
evicted after the DHSS failed 
to pay his Housing Benefit. 

He feared the same thing happen- 
ning again. "The reason 
a lot of unemployed people 
get into trouble is because 
they can't get the DHSS to 
pay the rent in time. There- 
fore they end up wondering 
the streets", he said - 
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clearly fearing that this would 
hapoen to him soon. 

Another man, older and looking 
more used to the various tricks 
and insults that the DHSS like 
use to deter 'criminals', 
and use on everyone, said it 
was "a waste of good drinking 
time” . He was nreoaring for a 
wait until about 2 o' clock to 
get a giro that he used to get 
"over the counter" simply when 
he signed. His good humour 
enabled him to survive the 
degradation and gloom that 
surrounded him. 


tj you are. interested ir\, or ore already 
inooloed i Women on/y m dvic& service 
10 hu not contact the Os group at -the 
9jyhts Centre ? 

Vo,' 



Department of Health 
and Social Security 




An old lady whose pension has 
been refused her by the Post 
I Office because her new book 
'has been held up, eventually 
gets seen around 1.30. She 
demands to know why other pen- 
sioners are having special 
arrangements made for them 
I but she is just supposed to go 
without. The clerk behind the 
; window assures her that they 
are "doing their best" and tries 
1 to make her leave. But the la- 
dy won't be fobbed off that 
1 easily and insists on seeing 
'a supervisor. (When we left 
she was still having to argue 
for her pension while the DHSS 
seemed to see their only role 
as being to get rid of her.) 



FRIDAY MORNING AT THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE DHSS IN EDWARD 
STREET. Upstairs on the second floor people begin their 
wait of between one and five hours to get the money with 
which they have to live, to pay for the next meal, the^ 
next weeks rent or for their children's keep. By 10 o' 
clock the room is packed. With virtually no ventilation it 
will reach a temperature of 75* and become fogged with 
smoke. It will stay that way for the. long .ho.ujrs .of waiting, 
the doors do not stay open and as one old lady asks someone 
to prop them open "with a chair" because of the 
suffocating atmosphere, it becomes evident that the 
fittings - benches and ashtrays - are all screwed to 
the floor. The doors stay shut. 


THE QUEUE 
LENGTHENS 


£2 MILLION UNCLAIMED 

BENEFIT IN BRIGHTON 


Its not your benefit - 

its yonr right 


The waiting room has four 
reception windows - a pitifully 
inadequate number in any case if 
people are not to be made to wait 
for long. But now, at lunch, only 
one window still had someone 
behind it . Fven the enquiries 
windo”’ was empty, as it had been 
since 11 o'clock. For five 
minutes some music dribbled out 
of a sneaker on the wall, then 
gave up trying to penetrate the 
damp heat of the smoky room. 

And the people went on waiting, 
and waiting. 





WAITING FOR FIVE HOURS - AND SOME DAYS IT CAN BE SEVEN. 

That is, if its not in vain. There's no reason why this 
man should he made to wait to reaieve his money - once 
he got his giro when he signed - but the sufferings of 
' claiments ' is a matter of complete indifference to 
DHSS officialdom , planners and most staff. 


DAVID UZZAMAN 

THE LANES N E\\ SAG ENT 
ONE BRIGHTON SQUARE 
THE LANES 

m 
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WHEN THE NORTH SEA 
RUNS DRY 

The Energy heues Behind the Mners Strike 

AS THE MINERS ' STRIKE ENTERS ITS NINTH month AND NEWSPAPER 
REPORTS CONFINE THEMSELVES TO DISPUTES OVER HOW MANY MINERS ARE 
CURRENTLY WORKING, HOW LONG THE STOCKS AT THE POWER STATIONS 
WILL LAST AND WHICH PARTICULAR FORM OF WORDS IS BEING HAGGLED 
OVER IN NEGOTIATIONS, IT IS WORTH REMINDING OURSELVES OF SOME 
THE BROADER 


Here, Andy Porter of the Socialist Environment and Resources 
Association (SERA), takes a look at the crucial energy options 
which lie behind the battle to keep pits and jobs. Why, he asks, 
are the Tories so much in love with nuclear power? And what 
happens when the North Sea oil wells run dry? 

THE ROLE OF COAL 

The two principal uses of coal 
in the UK economy are in the 
production of electricity and 
in the production of direct 
heat in industry. The bulk 
of this demand is met by Brit- 
ish mined coal, and home con- 
sumption is far and away the 
National Coal Board's biggest 
and most important market. 

In both areas there are factors 
currently operating to reduce 
the level of coal demand. 

The recession has had a part- 
icularly high impact on UK 
coal consumption. Not only 
has energy demand fallen 
slightly over the last ten 
years but also the major coal- 
using industries outside of 
electricity supply (e.g. steel) 
have seen drastic reductions 
in investment and production 
and consequently are using 
less coal. 

In addition the British energy 
picture is currently graced by 
oil and gas from the North Sea. 

Both have been used widely 
to replace the amount of coal 
used in industrial processes 
and on the domestic market. 

Within the electicity supply 
industry developments in nu- 
clear power have continued at 
the expense of coal-fired 
power plants and further ex- 
pansion of nuclear power is 
planned. 

Finally, although British deep 
mined coal is the cheapest to 
produce in Western Europe, the 
level of subsidy provided is 
very small in comparison to 
other European countries. In 
1980 British coal was subsid- 
ised at £1.85 per tonne, com- 
pared to £30.60 in West Ger- 
many,, £63.33 in France and 

in Belgium! Not sur- 
prisingly it's hard in these 
circumstances to win export 
markets, and combined with 
competition from genuinely 
cheaper coal from the USA and 
Australia, this also cuts de- 
mand . 

Taken together these factors 
are enough to explain why the 
NCB's operational profit in 
the 1970 's has become a loss 
in the mid-1980’s. They are 
not sufficient, however, to 
explain or justify the NCB's 
policy of closing pits and 
cutting jobs - the NCB's orig- 
inal proposal was to cut 
20,000 jobs and close 20 pits. 

CHOICE 

It is recognised that during 
the next 25-40 years North Sea 
oil and gas reserves will run 
out at current rates of con- 
sumption. This will lead to 
increased use of coal in in- 
dustry and in the home: in the 
electricity supply industry 
it will lead to a 3-way choice 
between nuclear, coal and re- 



cation of resources for re- 
search into energy technolog- 
ies, will affect the UK energy 
picture for decades to come. 


newable resources (sun, wind 
and waves) . Decisions made 
now about the level of pro- 
duction in the coal industry, 
about the balance between 
coal and nuclear fired power 
stations, and about the allo- 


Tory energy policy is quite 
clear on which options are to 
be favoured and developed. It 
does not operate simply accord- 
ing to short term profitability 
as might be expected - argu- 
ments about profitability are 
used to justify cutbacks in 
coal production or the lack of 
funding for research into re- 
newable energy sources, but 


they are not applied to nuclear 
power. Above all else Tory 
energy policy favours an ex- 
pansion of the nuclear industry 
and it is this policy in part 
that lies behind the current 
conflict over coal. 


WEAPONS 

Nuclear power in Britain be- 
gan as a means of serving the 
nuclear weapons programme . 

Our first nuclear power plants 
producing electricity were 
converted plutonium producing 
military reactors. The maj- 
ority of British nuclear power 
plants are of this design 
(Magnox) and until recently it 
was always claimed that they 
were cheaper at producing 
electricity than coal-fired 
plants . 

This was always a dubious 
claim as it divorced the cost 
at the plant from the millions 
spent on research over the 
years - this came out of the 
military budget - and didn't 
allow for waste disposal and 
reprocessing. Recently the 
Central Electricity Generating 
Board has acknowledged that 
its accounting also ignored 
changes upwards in interest 
rates and thus undervalued 
the cost of past investment . 
Magnox-produced electricity 
turns out to be 18% more ex- 
pensive than that produced by 
coal. 

The second generation of 
British reactors - the AGR 
(Advanced Gas-Cooled Reactor) 

- has recently been byDassed 
in favour of an alternative 
American design - the PWR 
(Pressurised Water Reactor) . 

A number of AGR's are now 
operational but all encount- 
ered such long delays in pro- 
duction that they will never 
even compete with the Vagnox 
design in terms of the price 
of electricity produced. 
Dungeness B, for example, fin- 
ally started up 17 years late 
at an additional cost of 
£li million (approx) for each 
day ' s delay! 


FEATURES 


PWR as a safe option on tech- 
nical grounds then the Tories 
are likely to go ahead with 
it and with a series of others 
over the next few years . 

WHY 

Why do the Tories like nuclear 
power? In the first place, as 
was revealed by Cabinet min- 
utes leaked back in 1979, it 
is being used deliberately to 
undermine the power of the 
miners. It has always been 
one of Thatcher's long term 
policies to reconstruct Brit- 
ish industry and society in 
such a way as to reduce Trade 
Unions to a state of powerless 
irrelevance. If the miners 
cannot be easily defeated 
their power can be greatly 
reduced by developing an alt- 
ernative and state-controlled 
means of producing electricity 
- nuclear power . 

Secondly , a nuclear programme 
in some form is necessary for 
the continued production of 
plutonium. It is fairly cer- 
tain that plutonium from Brit- 
ish 'civil' reactors has ended 
up in UK and USA nuclear war 
heads. Furthermore, enrich- 
ment, reprocessing and waste 
disposal facilities are all 
essential to the nuclear 
weapons programme but can 
currently be presented as 
'civil' technologies. 

Thirdly, nuclear power is a 
source of great profit - not 
to the national economies 
(such as ours) which subsidise 
and consume its end products 
(electricity and bombs) but to 
the handful of multinational 
companies which control the 
market in uranium mining and 
nuclear technology. One of 
Britain's most profitable 
companies - Rio Tinto Zinc*- 
is, for example, the world's 
largest uranium miping corp- 
oration. In promoting nuclear 
power the Tories put the power 
and the profits of the multi- 
nationals ahead of the inter- 
ests of the national economy. 


The PWR is currently being 
promoted by the Tories and 
the CEGB-as a major part of 
future energy policy. During 
the course of the Sizewell 
Inquiry, which is deliberating 
on the proposed siting of 
Britain's first P'VR, the CEGB 
has had to acknowledge that 
the PWR has only a marginal 
economic lead over coal-fired 
plants and that this lead 
would be lost with even minor 
delays in the construction 
period. Secondly, it has had 
to acknowledge that the excess 
of generating capacity is now 
so high that a new reactor is 
not needed - coal-fired plants 
will be closed down before the 
end of their working lives to 
make way for it. Yet if the 
Sizewell Inquiry approves the 
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vlINERS SUPPORT GROUP 
All Welcome 

Wednesdays 6pm 179 Lewes Rd 


& 






TELEPHONE 
BRIGHTON 726159 
RINGMER 812962 


Merlin Work Collective Ltd. 
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The dangers of nuclear power 
have been well documented 
elsewhere. At every stage in 
the production process workers, 
the environment and the public 
are exposed to the dangers of 
radiation. In short, nuclear 
power is dangerous, expensive 
and unnecessary. Fortunately, 
alternative options in energy 
policy are open to us - options 
in which coal has an important 
role to play. 

COAL & RENEWABLES 


Eventually, as the world's 
fossil' fuel reserves and 
uranium supplies are used up, 
most energy will have to be 
provided by renewable tech- 
nologies such as solar, wind 
and wave power. Britain, how- 
ever, has coAl reserves for 
over 300 years at current 
rates of consumption. What- 
ever the long term balance in 
UK energy provision between 
coal and renewables, it is 
clear that, in the absence of 
nuclear power, coal has a 
major role to play, during 
the next 50 years at least . 

Partly due to the dearth of 
research funding, renewable 
energy technologies have yet 
to reach the stage where they 
could take over the bulk of 
UK energy production. (More 
money is spent each year on 
advertising the nuclear ind- 
ustry than is spent on re- 
search into renewables . ) 
Greater reliance on renewables 
will rest largely on reducing 
energy demand through con- 
servation methods, and this is 
a long term operation . 

Immediately available is the 
option of converting coal- 
fired power stations to pro- 
vide Combined Heat and Power 
(CHP) and introducing measures 
to reduce their sulphur emis- 
sions - the introduction of 
fluidised bed boilers would 
all but eliminate acid rain 
from this source. CHP is a 
major conservation exercise in 
itself, involving the piping 
of waste heat from power 
stations into homes for dom- 
estic heating. 
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Renewable energy inputs could 
be developed alongside a coal- 
fired CHP programme with re- 
newables gradually taking up 
a greater part of the energy 
load. 

THE NEED FOR MORE COAL 


But even allowing for little 
or no economic growth and some 
development of conservation 
and renewables, coal production 
will have to increase during 
the next 50 years . The only 
alternative is a massive ex- 
pansion of the nuclear pro- 
gramme and even that could not 
offset the increased demand 
for coal in industry as oil. 
and gas run out. If nuclear 
power is dropped, demand for 
coal would double or even 
treble. Coal demand is cur- 
rently lower than the indus- 
try's productive capacity but 
this situation will be short- 
lived. Closing workable pits 
now is simply destroying re- 
sources that will be needed 
in the future, as it is often 
impossible to re-open a seam 
once it has been closed off . 

Looked at in this perspective • 
the current strike is not 
only about saving jobs and 
communities, not only about 
the balance of power in soc- 
iety - it is also about what 
kind of energy infrastructure 
and what kind of industry will 
develop in the UK over the 
next 50 years . 

Arthur Scargill, presented in 
the media as a dogmatic vil- 
lain selfishly defending sec- 
tional interests, emerges as 
leading a strike in which the 


The best way to opoose nuclear 
power in Brighton in 1984 is 
to ,joiW“"the miners’ support 
group - meetings every Wed- 
nesday, 6pm at 179 Lewes Road. 

The local SERA group is being 
re-formed this month. It will 
work on the issues discussed 
here and on other issues to 
do with socialism and the 
environment. For more details 
ring Andy on 673643. 


SUBSCRIBE TO B. V. 

You can subscribe to Brighton Voice whether you live in 
Brighton or elsewhere. 

We will send you the oaper on the day it comes out for 
the following rates (including postage). 


Individuals: 6 issues £2.50 

Institutions: 12 issues £7.50 

Fill in the coupon below and send to: 
Brighton Voice Distribution Group, 

40 Cowper Street, Hove, East Sussex 

WHY MISS OUT? 


12 issues £5.00 


I /WE WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO BRIGHTON VOICE FOR 
6issues/12 issues (delete as appropriate) 

I /WE ENCLOSE £ 
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ADDRESS 


REBUILDING THE VOICE 


Readers & Producers Meettig 


This month the Readers and 
Producers Meeting will be 
trying to rebuild the Groups 
that make up the Brighton 
Voice . 

Readers and Collective mem- 
bers are urged to come along 
and consider General Policy 
issues and make suggestions 
for the future. 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 11th at 8pm 
Stanford Arms , Preston Circus 


For Next Issue 


DEADLI NESDEADLI NESDE ADL I NES 

THE DEADLINES FOR THE DEC/JAN 
ISSUE ARE: ARTICLES, PHOTOS, 
DRAWINGS. . .NOVEMBER 20th. . . 
WHAT'S ON /STOP PRESS (100 
WORDS) SATURDAY NOVEMBER 
24th. PLEASE STICK TO THE 
DEADLINES. IT MAKES LIFE 
EASIER. 


WE WANT YOUR MONEY 

BRIGHTON VOICE is not funded by government or council grants or 
by any political party,, so it needs supporters to put It on a more 
secure financial basis by giving regular sums of money. These 
will be used mainly for buying materials and equipment to improve 
the production of the paper. 


f Brigh ton! 

IVoicel STANDING ORDER REQUEST 


. .Bank PLC (address of y 


hank) 

Please pay Co-operative Bank, Ship Street, Brighton, sorting code 
08-90-25 for the credit of Brighton Voice deposit a/c 50177475 

the sum of £ (amount in figures). Amount in words 

commencing (date of first payment) 

and thereafter every month until you receive further notice from 
me /us in writing, and debit my account accordingly. 

Account to be debited: 

Account Number 

Signature(s) Date, 

Same (PLEASE PRINT) Address 


READ ALL ABOUT IT 

(bookseller) 

have now moved Into much larger premises at 

69 EAST STREET, BRIGHTON 

(tel: 205824) 

between the Reject Shop and ABC Cinema 

We have extended our range of titles, and 
,tock. a comprehensive selection of all kinds of books, 
including: art, astrology, biography, children's, 
cinema, classics, computing, cookery, criticism, crafts, 
dictionaries , drama, fantasy , feminism, fiction, 
gardening, gay literature , health, history, humour, 
languages, local interest, maps, military history. 
Minority Rights Grouv reports, music, nature , occult. 
Penguins Pelicans & Puffins, photography, politics, 
philosophy , psychology , poetry, science fiction, 
self-help, sociology, tarot, travel. Virago, Women's 
Press , and many other titles you would expect one of 
Brighton’s most interesting bookshops to stock. 


Any book in print . ordered, including overseas titles. 
We exchange and sell Book Tokens. 

Bookplates and plastic bookjackets stocked. 


READ ALL ABOUT IT 


..for more Interesting books 








PLAYING RUGBY 

I am not au fait with Humber- 
side police's sickness pro- 
cedures, so the story of one 
of their number injuring a leg 
whilst playing rugby, and then 
claiming it happened whilst on 
picket duty in the Coal Board 
dispute, is probably just 
routine, and not worth mention- 
mentioning. 

THE HULL POST 


rise to the heights. It takes 
exceptional qualifies to get to the 
top. 

The ability to manage and 

To caver up tricky situations 
and act with discretion. 

To take the kind of decisions 
that can profoundly affect people's 
lives, without a thought for their 
feelings 

Naturally, only the most tame 
minds make it - and having the 
kind of face that gets you noticed 
helps too. 

If you're on the dole and 
feeling bored, think how much 
mote fun you would have locking 
the shit out of pickets and harassing 
working people. 

If you join the Met. you too might 
have your picture in the papers by 1993 


Well, now we learn that acc- 
ording to miners picketing the 
Coal Board HQ in London, 
over 1000 police uniforms 
(received as part of an orig- 
inal order of 2000 by Kent 
Constabulary) hav e been deliv- 
ered to the army at Connaught 
Barracks, Dover. 

A fancy dress ball perhaps ? 


Black Flag) 


FIRST PLACE 

The London listings magazine 
City Limits announces in the 
current issue, its 1984 Birth- 
day Honours’ based on the votes 
of its readers. They include 
'Best Singer', Best Film', 

'Most Boring Topic of Convers- 
ation' and a category entitled 
'Person you would most like to 
see floating down the Thames 
face downwards'. 

Voted in to first place for 
this honour was, of course, 
Margaret Thatcher. Obviously 
a little uneasy about this, 
after recent events, City 
limits added : "Th i s category 
received flak on humanitarian 
grounds. It may be revised..." 
Nevertheless it's the voters' 
choice. And that's what democ- 
racy is all about. 


At 35. Bill Taylor landed 
one of those high profile posts they 
always told him about at Bramshlll 
Police Staff College, Commander in 
the Met (that makes him one of Sir 
Kenneth's golden boys, he's really 
shooting for the topi). 

He's now in charge of one of 
those rough and ready East End 
districts that give the Metropolitan 
Police such a reputation on picket 
lines up and down the country. If 
he plays his cards right, the BBC 
may start making adventure serials 
about his 'patch'. If he's not so 
careful he may get some unwanted 
attention from left-wing 
documentary film- and trouble- 


UNIFORMS 

Remember our front page story 
from Issue 103 when we dis- 
closed disturbing evidence 
that troops might have been 
used on the picket lines ? 


^ ft 


FAWKES 


The most amazing aspect of the - 
postBrighton extravaganza was 
the description of a man they 
wanted to interview issued' by 
the Sussex police on the Friday 
It went: 

"A man , aged about 35, thin 
brown hair swept back at the 
sides. He had a mous tache and 
a long pointed beard which came 
down to the middle of his chest 
One idiot BBC reporter immed- 
iately inquired if the beard 
could have been a disguise - 
presumably so as not to attract 
attention.' But on Friday even- 
ing somebody obviously took 
the chief constable of Sussex 
to one side and explained that 
the man described was unlikely 
to have been involved. 

On Saturday he was "eliminated 
from our enquiries" . 

Guy Fawkes has been dead for 
several years. 
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COLD COMFORT 

We hope, that, workers made xc- 

dundant from STC’s Hollingbury 
factory will take great comfort 
from the money paid out to an- 
other worker cast into unem- 
ployment by the firm. 

Michael Edwardes (yes, the 
former BL boss) had been Chair- 
man of I CL for six whole months 
when the company was taken over 
by STC. Not requiring his ser- 
vices any longer, STC has re- 
warded him for his past work 
with a redundancy settlement 
reported to be half a million 
pounds . 

We are therefore confident that 
Hollingbury workers who have 
been with the company for con- 
siderably longer than that will 
now no longer have to play 
newspaper bingo in order to 
become millionaires. Or could 
we be wrong? 


Putney residents will probably 
be aware that their M.P., 

David Mel lor, is the Home 
Office Minister responsible 
for the experiments carried out 
on animals in laboratories 
across Britain. 

We have heard a whisper sugg- 
esting that this upstanding 
man has been causing a furore 
over an Iranian diplomat's 
slaughter of a sheep in a Roe- 
harcpton street. 

- Yes , we know it can ' t be 
true. These rumours get sillier 
each month: 

After all, there's just no way 
anyone (even David Mel lor) 
would try and gain television 
publicity to complain about 
a single dead sheep in Roe- 
hampton, when thousands cf 
animals a month are being barb- 
arically slaughtered, electro- 
cuted, maimed, and experimented 
upon with his blessing - IS 
THERE?' 
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